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PREFACE. 


Am conſcious that, amongſt all my 
Sex, I am the leaſt calculated wo 
ſhine in the Novel ſtile ; which, how- 
ever, ſeems of late to be their ſphere. 

It is a ſpecies of writing I never could 
draw any amuſement from; and, 

therefore, am very little acquainted 
with; and though I firmly believe 
the following Memoirs to be true, 
yet they bear ſo ſtrong a reſemblance 
to many others, which have owed 
their birth only to the imagination of 
their Authors, that I fear they will 
not be eſteemed ſo, but by the few, 
who may have had ſome Knowledge 
of the facts related in them. 
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ais Shave ſucceeded in the tramſ- 
See chis work, no one will ever 


de Able to judge as I can poſitively 


aſſrrt, that the original e ade, 81 
* in its aative dreſs.” 


bas. ochuR 

"The far of being, e 
vented. my. either reading, or even 
-mentioning, the following ſheets to 
any of my friends, or acquaintance, 
whoſe ſuperior judgments might trade 
diretted mine, and would Gen- 
ly. have rendered this book pe in- 
vorrect. Thus circumſtahesd, T 
Ir the world, with Mat 8 
ie, declaring, chart ſhall not be bes 
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it is eaſier to ridicule, than to com- 
mend à very litile niderſtamding 
- ſery 8s for, the. firſt; : but it requires! a 
great: deal. of judgment, too the 
latter properly. I acknowledge thy - 
ſelf totally unqualified: _— 
Author; and the o 7 1 can 
maler 8 in dei is, the 
—_ induced me to ic. 
91 2155! unte — 1 

The: dincedice is nin 
Invention, but a plain amc icke; 
ſhall relate. literally as it happened. 
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incidents, found. herſelf i in diſtreſs at 


London; when recollecting, that ny 


had formerly had AO lierle 
tance with me, 
in town, and being anſwered in the 
affirmative, wrote me a note, intreat · 
ing me to come to her: I did ſo i im- 
mediately, and found her in the hands 
of her mercileſs creditors, who were 
upon the point of dragging her to 


priſon. Shocked at the horror of her 


ſituation, I wiſhed to reſcue her from 
it, but could not afford to give the 
money, which it was neceſſary to ad- 


vance for her relief. She read my 
thoughts in my eyes, and ſaid, © My 


dear Madam, I have a Manuſcript, in 


French, which, if it was tranflated,-- 
would, I dare ſay, produce money 


enough to pay you, and carry me 


home: Take it, (continued chez) K 


fell into my poſſeſſion by chance, and, 


ſhe enquired if __ | 


- unfor- 


PREFACE vy 
fortunately, i it is all the ſecurity I 
in give you at preſent.” Her dif- 
reſs was irreſiſtible ; I, therefore, took 
he book, and paid the money, which 


purchaſed her liberty, qnq Ne 
her to her native land. | 


. cy 


On my return 58.47 I dach d be 
gan to examine the Manuſcript, and 
as agreeably ſurprized to find it 
ontained the Memoirs of an Eng liſb 
Lady, with whom I had been many 
years intimately acquainted, Severalof 
he circumſtances, related in her ſtory, 
knew to be matters of fact, ſince I 
myſelf had been a witneſs of them 
he whole of it ſeems to me, to be 
rote with ſuch an air of eaſe, and 
andour,. as convinces me, that it is 
eally a faithful narration of the prin- 
ipal events of her life, flung upon 
aper as they occurred, 
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RE there words in any lan- 
- guage to expreſs, what the 
heart feels in the moment of 
ſeparation from a beloved friend? If 
there are, O teach me them, my dear 
Adelaide! for 1 can Find none to de- 
ſcribe what IT felt yeſterday, when I 
tore myſelf from your arms at Calais, 


and immediately. embarked for Zng- 
1 land. 


n 


land. I arrived here about an hour 
ago. I tremble when I think that the - 
ſea divides us, and that every ſtep your 
horſes take, increaſes the diſtance 
which ſeparates us from each other. 
This country ( tho? fertile) appears 
to me a deſert; there is a vacuum in 
my ſoul for want of you, which no- 
thing can ſupply. Thave often heard, 
that Nature has implanted in the 
breaſts of all her creatures, a love for 
their native country : It may be ſo in 
general, but I am an exception to this 
rule; mine has uſed me too ill, and I 
have ſuffered too much in it, evet᷑ to 
look upon it without pain, and ( 
fear I might add) without ſome hs 
gree of deteſtation. 5 


I fer out for London to-morrow, 
where probably I ſhall not meet a face 
know. A new race is ſprung up ſince 


Left it, and have puſhed their pa- 
; 4 ; 


TIN 3 
rents (who were my acquaintance) off 
the ſtage: No matter, pleaſure was 
not the motive which led me here; it 
was buſineſs, as you know, which J 
mall diſpatch as quick as poſſible, in 
order to rejoin my dear Adelaide, and 
to breathe a purer air than that which 
blows in this inclement iſland. My 
what ſhall I ſay to the Marquis 
4 4 ſe, your Brother ? Compliments, 
are too cold, and love, 1 is too much z 


ſo ſay what you will for me. Adieu, 


my ever-valued friend; my heart is 
too full to touch upon the pathetic, 
when you are its object, ſo till time has 
rendered me more reaſonable, 1 can. 
only be 

+ Yours faithfully, 


Dover, May —, I * 
| On. $6 
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AP my deareſt” friend, 


find that you are ſafe ride . 


ever. It was kind of you. to write the 
moment you fat your feet od ſhore: 1 
followed your veſſtt with my corpo- 


real e eye, till it was out wright, but 


in my mental e one I fee it yet; full of 
this image T tetbörncck f ro the inn, and, 
with k heart oyerchatged with ſorrow, 
flung myſelf 1 into 4 great "Chair, till 


the coach (which 1 had ordered the 


ſervants 10 put the! horſes to) was 


almoſt 


To uſed: .by. a 9 5 7 dae iusd 


oj the-orher end of * the rogim : 120 My 
exe apr followed the l he found, when 
Ipelcgived my brother laid all along 


upon three chairs, and looking as Wh 
as 


ready. ( T 1 5 for ſoine time, 
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as death; my every faculty had been 
ſo totally abſorbed in the thoughts of 
having loſt you, that 1 had forgot 
him, Nil the loud hgh. above-menti- 
oned called my attention, and I was. 
juſt going to pay. Lord, brother, what 
is the matter! Are you not well! 1 when 
he prevented my enquiries by ſtarting 
vp ſaying, with an air of im parierice, 
*« Thaſe.. lows, have been already 
four hours in getting! the coach ready: 
1 with, for their pun uniſhment, t they were 
only to feel the. alf of " what they! in- 
ict, by forcing. tne to ſhay-- o Jong ia, 
this confounded ina, where perhaps 1 
have ſeen the lovely. Charlotte for the 
laſt time.“ So ſaying he rag down 
ſtairs, and in less than five 1 ninutes 
my woman came to inform me; that” 
the coach waited, and that the Mar- | 
quis was already in it. 1 confels to you, 
my Dear, that the A I bad juſt: 5 
B 3 © © © yd," 
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made, was of ſingular ſervice to me, 


as it obliged me to exert my ſpirits in 


order to divert my brother's melan- 
choly ; beſides, it led me into a new 
train of thinking; for: tho? I always 
knew the high eſteem, veneration, and 
reſpect my brother had for you, (in 
common with all who have the hap- 
pineſs of knowing you,) yet till this 
moment I never ſuſpected him of be- 
ing in · love with you: Your penetra- 
ting eye, Charlotte, (which nothing 
eſcapes) has, no doubt, read his ſoul 
long ago; and he, from a perfect 
knowledge of your character, which 
is ſo much above the weakneſs of your 
ſex, has not dared to reveal his paſſi- 
on; this I take to be the true ſtate of 
the caſe; I ſhall wait, however, with 
ſome-impatience, yout anſwer; and in 


the mean time I endeavour to comfort 


him, 


LETTER I: 5 
him, by talking of = 2 re- 


turn. 


The coach rolled on, and brought 
us ſafe that night to Dankirk; the next 
morning early we proceeded on our 
Journey, and the third day we arrived 

at ***, My aunt, with whom you 
know we intend to make a ſhort ſtay, 
received us with an air of the moſt 
cordial friendſhip : She obſerved, that 
the Marquls was uncommonly grave 
he attributed it to his being much 
fatigued, and made that his excuſe 
for retiring early to his chamber; the 
next morning brought me your dear 
letter; I anſwered it in the moment; 
my brother is now reading it, and 
with a look expreſſive of love, fear, 
hope, and inexpreſſible tenderneſs, 
aſks what it is you ſend him? Since 
it is T who am to make the compli- 
ment: I anſwered, Your friendſhip and 
B 4 eſteem - 
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eſteem I knew were his; more I could 
not offer him; adding, I wiſhed. ! 
could, and then he might depend on 
being happy. .. He ſighed, and thanked 
me, deſiring me to aſſure you of his 
moſt humble and reſpectf l compli: 
ments! 1 faid, Is that all? How can 
you Gelght in S me? he re: 
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Salah dreſs dogg 8 In 
my next will tell you how I like this 
town. Vou are well acquainted both 
with it, and its principal inhabitants, 
ſo perhaps, my opinion of * may 
afford you ſome amuſement. 
Take care of your precigns beatth, I 
conjure: ou. and make haſte and re- 
turm to — hut ever 
e. Fr | dg: 233 50 + 
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= you tell me, "ny dear Adelaide, 
of! your brother s behaviour, on 
my departure from Calais, rather 
grieves th than ſu ſurprizes 1 mie; f for I cannot 
deny the having perceived, *that his 
ſentiments for me were of a warmer 
nature than thoſe which: generally flow 

from ſimple frietdfhip,” unnihet with 
love. 1 fay'F thought F perevived it; 
for his tongue never fpoRe in any other 
language than that ef friendſhip, and 
all his-profeſſions "of eſteemm might, 
with equat propriety, have been ad- 
dreſſed to yu a Well as to me; but 
then his Sand every action ſeemed 
to tell me the ſecret of his heart When 
1 firſt made this obſervation, I hoped 
I was deceived; I reflected, that neither 
be, 
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he, nor I, were any longer of that age 
when paſſion holds the reins of reaſon, 
and when judgment is the ſlave of ſen- 
fation; I flattered myſelf, therefore, 
that on a farther knowledge of me, 
the Marquis would find he had made 
a very injudicious choice, and conſe- 
ſequently eaſily withdraw his affections 
from me. 


Dead as I am to every idea of love, 
judge of my grief to find, from your 
letter, that I had inſpired the brother 
of my friend with an ardent, but 
hopeleſs paſſion. Alas ! he little knows 


the heart which he aſpires to the poſ- 
ſeſſion of, or he would never attempt 


its conqueſt ; it is no longer worthy of 
him; incapable of receiving any tender 
impreſſion, hardened by uninterrupted 
diſappointment and misfortune, it is | 


now reduced to a ſtate of apathy, from 
which 


UET TER ML . =» 
which nothing can recall it; it has felt, 
till it can feel no more. Try to con- 
vince him-of this, and guide his choice 
to a more deſerving object, who 
can repay his love with tenderneſs. 
Friendſhip, and the higheſt eſteem, are 
tributes which my reaſon cannot refuſe 
to his merit; inexorable Fate has left 
me nothing more to give. Had I 
known him ſome years ago, I might 
never have experienced misfortune ; 
and he would (I believe) have been 
happy; bur at the preſent period of 
my life, an attachment with any of his 
ſex is abſolutely impoſſible for, me 
ever to think of. I have. now, my 
dear Adelaide, opened my heart to yau, 
and I beg, in conſequence of my ſin- 
cerity, that you will neyer more men- 
tion the ſubject to me. You are not 
unacquainted with the ſteadineſs of my 
character, and know how very unapt 
I am 
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I am to change a gew! I have once 


This affair being decided, 1 ſhall 
now inform Jou, that I. arrived, on 
"ueſday evening, at my lodgings in 
uffolk Areet; my body ſomewhat fa: 
tigued, and my mind depreſſed by the 
ſight of numberleſs okjects, which 
recalled former ſcenes to my ideas: In 
ſhort, I went to bed in the vapours; 
juckity, the agitation of my ſpirits, 
joined to the jumbling of the poſt- 
chaiſe, Had together tired me enough 
to procure me agood night's reſt,” I 
ſlept fate, and as/ſoor-as | got up, ſent 
for my lawyer, and then wrote cards to 
the few acquaintance I have in London, 
for fear leſt I ſhould loſe the uſe of 
my tongue for want of ſomebody to 
talk to; tho? I fancy 1 ſhall ke a 
ridiculous figure when I attempt to 
ſpeak my native language; I ſhall cer- 
tainly 
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unt think in French, "and tranſlate 
into Exgliſb, and the latter, you muſt 
own, will be much improved, when 


1 dreſſed up ih the idiom of the for- 
n met No matter, N. mall be laughed 
* at, and called affected, that is the 
6 


worſt which can happen | to me. 


h long to hear ftom you; my \friendfhip 
n to your brother, compliments to your 
5 aunt, and tendereſt love t to \ yourſelf, 
i my _ Adelaide. a. ads, | 
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LETTER IV. 
- To Mrs. WILLIAMS. | 


'"NDEED, my dear Charlotte, I 
ſhall not tell my brother one word 
of what you have ſaid in your laſt 
concerning him. I perſuade him to 
ceaſe to love you! No, indeed, I ne- 
ver attempt impoſſibilities; ſo mall 
leave the poor man his hopes — if he 
has any — and you may ſettle their 


value when he and you meet. lown, 
I think you were formed for each 
other, and I never will deſpair of ws 
ing you united, 


I hate and deteſt England; its foggy 
and gloomy climate ſeems already to| 
have robbed you of that which 
was the charm of ſociety ; I have often 
heard you ſigh, my dear Charlotte, 
when any one has mentioned your na- 


tive 
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tive country; and by ſeveral hints, 
which you have given on the ſubject, I 
could learri, that you had been unhap- 
py in the married ſtate, You may re- 
member that one day, on my preſſing 
you, with ardor, to tell me the ſtory of 
your life, you anfwered me with a ſigh, 
„Alas, Adelaide, what do you aſk of 
* me? I-ſhould pierce your tender 
* heart with the narration of my ſor- 
© rows, and open in my own, 
% wounds, which I have, for years, 
been courting the hand of Philoſo- 
* phy to heal; and which, tho' no 
« longer acutely painful, yet, I fear, 
* will again bleed upon being probed. 
* No, my Dear, I cannot comply 
* with your requeſt now; but if ever 
*I go. to England again I will there 
collect ſome papers, which form a 
kind of journal of the tranſactions 
* of the prior part of my life; what 
| © has 
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France, I. have ꝑut dow in my, 
com man - pl: ace - -bdbk, 0 80 


66 * have: ve! e two Parts gde 
e offf curio 155 


10 ' the more A ily,” AS, s, 1 fall 
oh #. preſent | eh 1 
a ir ze ib; nies) 
And now, my Dear, claim you 
protniſt I de not mean immediately 
dur at· ycur. leiſure it muſtꝭ honeverę 
yo know, be before you leave Ex-. 
lau und, in order to ſet youra good 
example; il |abrgoing tefal fi ine, hy 
giving you my opinion of the place 
and its inhabitants where I now am. 
Leſterda i I vetily believe the whole 
rownpot,*. **wanarmyraunt's; What 
a ſeragffat\Flomib-figuteab They have 
riot yet flung off the malinpers.of their 
former maſters, the Spaniards, : hut, 
like them, are Riff, formal, proud, and 
ſuper- 
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ſuperſtitious to an exceſs, and as auk- 
ward as their neighbours the Dutch. 
[ found ſome genteel people, how- 
ever, in the town, but they were 
moſtly ſtrangers. Good God, what vo- 


np apperites theſe Fleming: have 
lite hour of „dining is one 


1 Ay nd they ſe dom riſe from 
table till between four and five in the 
afrernoon z- they eat a great deal, and 
as Now-agichey do every thing elſe; 
one. nas ſufficient time to digeſt thefirſb 
urle;-before the ſecbnd is brought 
p-to table. They drink in propor- 
ion to what they eat, and I really be- 
lieve from bende ſprings a great · deal. 
of that blhntneſs of faculty, fo re- 
arkable'm theſe people. They are, 
n generah, but one remove from the: 
egetable word, and ate diſtinguiſh- 
d as anima by a flow motion, and 
Vor. rn. C 1 Top: 
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now and then a word or two, which 
by no means amounts to a- proof of 
their being rational. There are, 
however, many who ought to he ſe⸗ 
lected from, the herd, and they, 1 
found, upon converſing with them, 
were your friends, amongſt whom was 
Madam K—, a ſenſible, well-bred, 
worthy woman, who, in ſpite of il 
health, and an old huſband, rendets 
her houſe delightful, by her good hu. 
mour, polite addreſs, and elegant 
choice of her company. When I firſt 
faw her, I took her to be an exotic 
but, for the honor of Flanders, ſhe 
was bred and born in it. 


I ere ſee a race of beings I neve 
was acquainted with before, I meat 
a number of ſybaltern French Officers, 
who are admitted into the houſes oi 
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the Governor, Commandant, Sc. as 
being of the garriſon, a favor, you 
know, which is never allowed them 
in Paris, unleſs they are of a very 
diſtinguiſhed birth. I have often 
heard it obſerved, that a French Ofi- 
cer of forty, is, in general, what may 
be called good company ; and that, 


ys when. ſome years. younger, they are 
gets the worſt in the world. I ſee the force 
u- of this obſervation now, tho' I never 
vat underſtood it before. I do not know 


amongſt what ſpecies of beings theſe 
animals on two, legs rank themſelves ; 
they are ignorant, vain, affected, and 
noiſy beyond all conception ; in ſhort, 
the pictures fo frequently drawh by 
your countrymen of ours, have ever, 
mea cill my arrival hefe, appeared to me 
wers both falſe and injurious to the nation; 
but now I frankly own, the lines ate 
not too ſtrong, nor are the paintings 


C 2 cari- 


20 LETTER IV: 


caricatura's. , Lou know them, ſol 
fear I have. already tired you with 
my deſctiption of them; but 'remem- 
ber, Charlotte, that if one was forbid 
writing on any ſubjects but ſuch as 
you. were. a ſtranger to, pen and ink 
would be of no faxther uſe to me; and 
you, in all probability, would not 
have: a correſpondent left, or at leafl 
very few, amongſt whom I mot 


afſurctly ſhould not be one. 


(1145; v! 


| How vaſt. are the advantages you 
have over me, for. the contrary rea- 
ſon, and how incxhauſtable' is the 


fund of knowledge you poſſeſs, which 
has, during a connection of ſeven 


years, been my conſtant ſtudy ; and 
yet I am conſcious, that at this period 
I have not been able to fathom one 
quarter of its depth. You was a 
book to me, in which I read every 
day, 
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Wy! and dnl the day, with equal de- 
ght, becauſe Jou was always inst 
bis reflection mäkes me" feel your 
abfence ſo ſeverely, that I muſt, with 
test, dtp mn pen, alter having 
degged you to return. 45 foon' as poſſi- 
ble; to your ever faithful; und affecti- 
lte lr Js in „% 
„ Po ANB TVI EB 7 
o 5 nod ne; io 22. 
My Brother ſepds, his beſt e 

I am very uneaſy about him; he 
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degree) oh”? his up d 
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LETTER V9. 
To Mademoiſelle D*ANGEVILLE, 


' ReaLLy believe, my dear Ade- 
laide, that Flanders appears to you 
leſs like France, than London does to 
me; the reaſon is, that there are more 
Freuch here, than where you are. 
The ſtreets, all public places, as well 
as Private. houſes, are full of them; 
French is almoſt the only language 
ſpoke in polite company, becauſe of 
the number of people of diſtinction of 
that nation, who frequent the aſſem- 
blies of the Great. I met the other 
night, at Lady H—'s, the young 
Count of A—. I could-not help ſmi- 
ling at the ſtrong reſemblance he bears 
of his real father. You know him, 
but, I believe, are not acquainted with 
the hiſtory of his birth, which, in as 


few 
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few words as I can put it, is as fol- 
lows: The preſent Duke de B—, 
when a young man, (you may proba- 
bly have heard) was not rich, and 
could form no hopes of ever tiſi ing to 
that prodigious height of favor, and 
power, which he now enjoys: He 
was then called the Count de S, and 
was at that time (if J remember) a 
Muſqueteer. He was acquainted with 
an old gentleman of large fortune, 
who had two daughters only, and no 
ſon ; the eldeſt was married to the ſup- 
poſed father of the Count de A, and 
the other (being much younger than 
her ſiſter) was in a Convent. Tou 
know how infinitely entertaining the 
Duke can be, when he pleaſes; the 
houſe of this old gentleman, where he 
dined very frequently, was cbhve- 
nient to him, who was far from poſ- 
ſeſſing a fortune equal to his birth; he 

C 4 there- 
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therefore; courted the old man, and, by 
the. ſprightligeſs of his converſation, 
rendered. hiqſelf ſo agreeable to him 
that he. grew as fond of him as if he 
had been his on ſo g. 105 


One day, when che Covi and he 
wee alone, che old gentleman, after 
a ſſlence of ſome moments; ſaid, with 
a gk, How happy is your father 
to have ſuch a ſon as you are! and 
what un atflictiontio it tome, that my 
daughter hus no child. I Hoped for 4 
grandſon; to hom I might have left 
my large eſtato with its irren I 
made my eldeſt daughirt amdeiteſs; 
and reſetyed for the youngeſt à gen- 
rex] competency only; but all my 
ſchemes are diſappointed; from a cet- 
tainty, that ſhe ch never have any 
children by her preſent huſband ; and 
he. nn —— live theſe forty or 
© fifty 


= 
| 
] 
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W afty years. Ah, Cœuzärx f- if N 
roown you ſomé dme U an 1 
did! you miglit then Hav Ef 
bon. in- av ; however,” he, 
you may ſtill be the rarhet of inf Fand 
ſon, if you and ſhe can agree upoꝛ it: 
averſe to the praopoſition 36 I. think. 
| have obſerved, that ſhel has already: 
more than a common wgard for 
hus you ſee, my dear Count, ꝓau hate 
W it in your. power: to make me; happy» 
by giving me an heir. It · ĩs tres NEE. 
fortune returns to her ſiſtani it ea pf; 
failure of iſſue 19: ber ſtohut then ſſhe 
is ſo young, that, I- Mahl, pxobably. 
never live to ſee her mai d οον hes 
Count's anſwer way cally des gu. 
as we. muſt ſuppoſe that he: had+joo- 
much gratirude to his friend and henet 
factor, to; refuſe him a, favor of his 
| kind; 


the preſent Count de A-, who is, 


rately in love; you know her, and 
therefore will not be ſurprized that he 
ſhould pay that homage to her charms 
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kind ; beſides; what puts the queſtion 
out of all diſpute, is, that ſhe was 
both young and handſome. A few 
months after this converſation the 
lady proved with child, and, at the 
uſual time, brought into the world 


(as I have ſaid before) the image of 
his father. Not long after this period 
the huſband of the lady died; the 
then Count de S—, now Duke 4: 
B-—, continued. his intimacy in the 
family : When, ſome years after the 
event I have relatedabove, the youn geſt 
daughter of his friend came home from 
the Convent, the Duke, who had till that 

moment never ſeen her, was wounded 


at firſt ſight; in ſhort, he fell deſpe- 


at fifteen, which a much greater mar 
than 
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than he has done, when ſhe was no 
longer in the bloom of youth; in 
ſhort, he married her, and by ſo doing 
reverſed the order of things, by diſ- 
inheriting his legitimate children, in 
favor of his baſtard; for had not the 
eldeſt ſiſter had a ſon, his children by 
the younger muſt have heired all their 
grandfather's fortune. This anecdote 
may juſtly be thought too long for a 
letter, but as you are well acquainted 
with all the actors in the piece, I 
hoped it might amuſe you; it is a cu- 
rious one; I had it from an old and 
intimate friend of the family, and 
tho' it is a real truth, yet it would 
appear fabulous in my country, A fa- 
ther, who procures a gallant for his 


daughter, would be here looked upon 
as a monſter, and probably be as 
difficult to find (at leaſt in high life) 


as 
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a3 the Pans. We are near beigh⸗ 
bours, my Pear; but in ſome things 
aur. 1 5 differ as much as if we 
inhabited th ie two Poles. It is certain 
we are F ſtricter morals than you 
French 3 what I have frequently heard 
mentioned. in Paris a as'an affair of gal- 
lantry only, would have s been. looked 


upon as an 1 "I oY us 


IL 
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1 ebe one 5 at Lady S s; when, 
amongſt a great deal of good cor. 
pany (unk which her- Houſe was 
always crouded) there wasi A lige- 
ly, pretty · looking young man whom 
J afterwards found out to be the Mar- 
quis de P. ſo famous for his:ſuc- 
* „ 

larly 
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larly with a great Princeſs; the con- 
verſation turned upon the force and 
duration of an attachment formed i in 
extreme youth, in preference t to thoſe | 
contrafted in riper years : The Mar- 
quis, with a vivacity which is f 
liar to him, faid, that the firſt intfigue 
he had ever had, way with his own mo- 
ther ; that he came from College v very 
young, and uſed frequently to fit by 
her bed-ſide, in ſhort, he thought 
her the handſomeſt woman he had 
ever ſeen ; and ſhe (who was probably 
worn out with vice) found the charms 
of novelty in his youth and innocence. 
He did not tell this ſtory ſo decently 
as I do. How ſhall I deſcribe to you, 
my friend, the horror and amazement 
which ſeized my ſenſes at this aſtoniſh- 
ing recital? I felt my face burn with 
ſhame and indignation; when, recover- 
ing a little from my confuſion, I per- 
; ceived 


» S 4 45 — b p 5 > - 
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- ceived that the ſtory had affected no- 
body but myſelf; the company ſeem- 
ed to be no ways moved at it; only 


Lady SA faid, ** Fye, Marquis, let 


me counſel you never to tell that anec- 


dote of yourſelf and mother again; 


it ought to be buried in oblivion.” 
But I perceive that, without intending 
it, I am inſenſibly writing a- fatire 


upon a nation, which I both love and 


honor; however, give me leave to 


think, that your people in high life 


have relaxed their moral ſyſtem rather 
too much. I cannot, indeed, with juſ- 


tice, make an eulogium on the man- 
ners of our great folks; yet it muſt be 
allowed, that, however irregular their 


c⸗onduct in private may be, at leaſt 
they wear an exterior of decency, and 
have (ſometimes) modeſty enough to 


conceal, what they have not always 


"virtue enough to: refrain: from the 


Pracuce 
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practice of: Whether hypoctiſy, i 


this caſe, be a virtue or a vice, 1 leave 


to fen Sorbonne to determine. 
» 'S; 


I admire the deſcription you give 
me of your * acquaintance; they 


are what are called, mighty good ſort 
of people, and,, like moſt of thoſe, 


whom the ill-judging part of the 


world honor with that. epithet, very 
unentertainingy : they, ſeem to 3 to 


be of that ſpecies, of beings, to whom 


Providence has given ſouls by way 


of ſalt, to keep them from ſtinking ; 
the thought is (if I remember,) T 
cero's, and can never be better a 

ed; than on this occaſion}* I an f 

to find, Adelaide that antetlember 


the promiſe I {& ungülardedly made 


you, of ſhewing you the journal of 
my life, for it would be doing it too 
much honor to call it a hiſtory; how- 


ever, 


but will indubitably ſend it you, by 


write ſoon to your faithful 
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ever, I will not recede from my word, 


the firſt ſafe conveyance that offers, it 
being too large a packet to go by the 
poſt. I am aſhamed of the length of this 
letter; it is the uence of having 
— to do, My fiſter's children 
were taken ill of the ſmall - pox, the day 
ſhe was to have ſet out for London, fo 
] am left to finiſh my buſineſs here, 
which, when done, I ſhall go down to 
their ſeat in the country. Adieu, dear 
friend, continue to love me, and 


C.W. 


1 am very ſorry to hear of your 
| Brother's indiſpoſition ; my beſt 


compliments to him, and ſay, I 
have not forgot the commiſſion 
de tayoured r me with. 
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very uncom- 
* The ſtory of the Com 4.4 
„ zchhabe 
heard domenpatiorffbai : boſbtei but 
never uber ſtoaa ins tit now; 
it. e¹ðõ,J arcddgetto hoſe . who 
know the panties Ago. the Mar- 
quis of P—, neither he, or any other 
WII. D man, 
3 | 
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man, could ever have been drawn 
into the commiſſion of ſo harrid a 
crime, as that which he had the au- 
dacity to mention at Lady S—'s, by 
the means of any other woman, chan 
the Marchioneſs his mother z who was 
(as you muſt have heard) the Meſſalina 
of her time. We may, therefore, with 
confidence hope, that there is not 
ſueh another inſtance to be found 
either in ours, or any other Chriſtian 
country; and if there were no appa- 
rent marks of ſurprize in the faces 
of thoſe who were preſent -at ſo hor- 
rid a recital, it muſt have been, be- 
cauſe they, being Pariſiens, had fre- 
quently heard the circumſtance, which 
is known to the whole world, at leaſt 
in France; and he, too, might men- 
tion it with that ſeeming eaſe, as ſup- 
poling every body preſent. to be ac- 
quainted 
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quainted with it. I have myſelf 
heard it above a hundred times, but 
never told without horror and de- 
teſtation by the narrator, The world is, 
perhaps, not ſo very bad as it ſeems 
to be the prevailing faſhion to think 
it: Virtue and Vice are blended in 
moſt characters. I am of your famous 


| 

; Pope's opinion, when he ſays, 

7 Virtuous and vicious every man muſt be, 
Few in the extreme, but all in the degree, 

P The rogue and fool, by turns, is fair and wiſe, 

3 And even the beſt, by fits, what they 

r- deſpiſe, 

er am obliged for the tranſlation 

101 to our Abbe du Reſnel, Let where 

ch Wl vice preponderates in the ſcale, I 

alt Wl think we may pronounce the character 

N- 


: a bad one, and, as being ſuch, ir 
'P- should be ſhunned by all thoſe who 
ac profeſs themſelves her enemy. 

WD. 2 Was 
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Was this maxim put rigidly in 
practice, without favouring the perſons 
of the Great, Vice would ſoon be out 
of countenance, and her votaries con- 
demned to live in ſolitude, a ſitua- 
tion which Virtue alone can render 
agreeable, and conſequently muſt be 
inſupportable'to Vice ; oblige a liber- 
tine to live, for one week only, by 

' himſelf, and I am perſuaded he will, 
- from conviction, confeſs, that he is 
the worſt of company. It is a ſtrange 
thing that mankind, who in general are 
partial to their own opinion in all other 
caſes, ſhould in this prefer the appro- 
bation of the world to their own, by 
acting in a manner they know to be 
wrong, and then taking all the pains 
imaginable to conceal their bad con- 
duct from their acquaintance; not 


conſidering how injuriouſiy they are 
treating 
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treating themſelves, whilſt they are 
trying to deceive others: Thus it fre- 
quently happens, that they who have 
done premeditated ill actions without 
remorſe, have died of the wound given 
to their vanity, by the juſt contempt 
they have met with from the world gn 
being diſcovered; this could never 
happen if we ſet a proper value on 
. our approbation of ourſelves. I am 
led to this reſlection from being, a few 
days ago, in company with Mrs. 
, a ſenſible Iriſb woman, who ran 
away from the tendereſt of parents, 
to follow, what you always term, an 
Iriſh rebel, or one of that nation in 
the King of France's ſervice; one 
fault is ſeldom unaccompanied by 
others, conſequently the next ſtep 
was to renounce the religion of her 
fathers, and become a Roman Ca- 

* D 3 tholic, 
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tholic, under the title of a new 
convert, which you know there- is 
a foundation for at Paris, and by 
proper application the King's pen- 
ſion may be obtained: She applied 
for it, and ſucceeded, ſo that ſhe 
gained the end for which (I preſume) 
ſhe forſook her faith; and is now, 
in conſequence of not liking her 
huſband (who is poor, being reduced 
to half-pay,) and the diſapprobation 
of her own conduct, dying by 
inches, and at. preſent a walking 
ſpectre: her huſband is illiterate, and 
a bigot; they are generally ſynoni- 
mous. He is what I have heard you 
call, a red hot Papiſt, and would 
(I ſuppoſe) burn you Proteſtants with- 
out the leaſt remorſe, for the love of 
God and the Holy Inquiſition, Such 
Ss the irreſiſtable force of ſnperſtition, 

which 
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which eradicates from the breaſt 
every benevolent principle of humg- 
nity, and, like a ſorcereſs, having 
enchanted the optics of reaſan, con- 
verts cruelty, and every monſtrous 
phantom of a diſtempered brain, into 
the inviting forms of the moſt ſacred 
duty. Such as 1 have painted him 
ſhe ſees him, and feeling that ſhe is 
libelled by her choice, cannot ſurvive 
the thought, How might ſhe haye 
| ſpared her heart all the pangs it 
now ſuffers, by following the laws 
of God and Nature, in honouring 
and obeying her parents! Let the 
ties of blood alone, it is an ungenerous 
and an inhuman act to wound the 
hearts of thoſe, whoſe tender care has 
raiſed our infancy, and whoſe friend- 
ly hand is ever ready to ſupport and 
dire our piper years. But I find [ 

D 4 am 
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am imperceptibly writing a ſermon; 
, excuſe me, my dear Charlotte, in 
favour of the candour with which 
1 have ſpoke on the ſubject of the 
religion I profeſs, and which, diveſted 
of bigotry and ſuperſtition, I reve- 
"rence and honour; ſince it does not 
forbid me to love and admire virtue, 
though I ſhould find her in Fer, 
Turk, or Gentile. Adieu, my dear 
| Charlette, your abſence is a real mis- 
fortune to me, and flings a gloom 
over all my ideas; return, then, and 
reſtore to gaicty and comfort the 
heart of your ever affectionate 


D*ANGEVILLE. + 


P. S. My Brother has forgot 
what commiſſion he gave you, 
but it is no wonder; poor man, 


he appears to me not to have a 
quarter 


— 
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quarter of a ſenſe left. I-wiſh 

you would fend him a ſmall 
* parcel of them back, as I am 

.convinced that they are all in 

your poſſeſſion. We ſet out for 
Paris next week. 


LETTER VI. 
7 Mademoiſelle D'ANGEVILLE, 


My dear AbLAIDE, 

8 5 are quite a moral Philoſopher; 
I had half a mind to have put your 
ſetter into one of our Literary Journals, 
for the good of the public. Nothing 
can be more judicious than are your 
remarks on the character of Mrs. K—; 
and when you have read my Memoirs, 
you will ſee how ſenſibly I muſt 
feel the truths you have wrote; but, 
my dear friend, hitherto my failings 
have 
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have been hid from you; you knew 
me only when the iron hand of 
affliction had taught me to regulate 
my conduct by reaſon's rules, or 
rather, perhaps, when misfortune had, 
in a great meaſure annihilated my 
paſſions; for we are apt to charge 
Nature with all our faults, but make 
our virtues paſs for the effect of our 
reaſon and choice; and both unjuſtly, 
However this may be, you might 
have remained for ever ignorant of 
the weaknefles of your friend, had 
not your curioſity, and my raſh 
promiſe, obliged me to lay my boſom 
bare before you, by. narrating the 
principal events of my life, I have 
applied myſelf afſiduouſly to that 
effect for ſome time, but I meet with 
ſo many interruptions in the work, 
that I fear it will be very defeRive 

and 
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and incorrect; however, the facts are 
there, though looſely and negligently 
thrown together; it is fit only for the 
peruſal of a friend; and no one elſe, 
| truſt, will ever ſee it, fince I have 
your word of honour that it ſhal] never 
be ſhewn but to the Marquis your 
brother. Indeed, you accuſe me un- 
juſtly, Adelaide; I have none of that 


ly, CSentleman's ſenſes : How can you be 
m ſo childiſh as to talk in that manner ? 
0 I could almoſt quartel with you for 
nad trifling on ſo ſerious a ſubject as that | 
an of a hopeleſs paſſion : If, indeed, the 


Marquis has conceived ſuch a one 
for me, as you would make me be- 
navel lieve, he is infinitely to be pitied ; 
tha and ſo am I, by being the invo- 
witli luntary cauſe of inquietude to a man. 
for whom I have the higheſt eſteem, 
Kire and, if 1 may be allowed the ex- 
| preſſion, 
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preffion, the tendereſt friendſbip: but 
no more on mi ſubject, I beg. — 


I muſt now tell you that I have 

. gained my cauſe, and am peaceably 
put into poſſeſſion of the eſtate my 
uncle left me, without even having 
my lawyer's bill to pay, ſince the 
plaintiff is caſt with coſts of ſuit, 
'So having now nothing to do in 
town, I ſhall ſer out, in a few days, 
for Sir Charles's feat in the country, 
s I long to ſee both him and hi 

Lady, My eldeſt brother has been 
in town with me for ſome time; 
my father is confined in the countr 
with the gout, ſo cannot be moved, 
I have ſeen the worthy Mr. Smith; 
but you know nothing of him yet; 

when you do, I expect you to be in 
love with him; he and I were ver 
near 
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ear dying with joy at the ſight of 
ach other; his age could not bear- 
uch a torrent of tenderneſs and plea- 
ſure, as the fight of me raiſed in- 


lave 


ably 


* him; on my part, the lively ſenſi- 
1 bility 1 had of his more than pa- 
5 rental goodneſs to me, my love and 
77 veneration of his character, joined 
ays to the warm gratitude, with which! 
0 my heart glowed, on the remem- 
15 brance of all the benefits I had re- 


ceived from him, overcame me, 


wt and, on approaching him, I fainted" 
"OM away in his arms; his years, and 
. tenderneſs for me, rendered him in- 
yy capable of ſupporting me, ſo that 
had not a ſervant been preſent, I do- 
K not know what would have become 


of either of us. When I recovered, I 
condemned my indiſcretion and want: . 
of fortitude, in thus giving way to 

ſenſation, 


ver 
neat 
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ſenſation ; but I was unguarded againſt 
pleaſure, from being unuſed go expe- 
rience its effects. I begged my friend 
and benefactor to pardon the vivacity 
of my joy on ſeeing him again ; he 
had been much alarmed during the 
ſcene; however, I ſtayed the whole 
day with him, and had the ſatis. 
faction of leaving him pretty well 
compoſed at night, —You will ſay, 
why, what is Mr. Smith to me ?— 
I anſwer, a great deal, when you 
have read my ſtory, which I ſhall 
ſend you ſhortly, Pray, my Dear, 
try to forget it before I return to 
France. My friendſhip to the Mar- 
quis; I fear he is ill, by not having 


heard from you lately. Adieu, diſpel WF 


my apprehenſtons by a line to your 
faithful | C. W. 


It appears as if ſome letters had been loſt be- 
tween this of Mrs. Williams's, and the following 
one from Mademoiſelle D' Angeville. 


LET. 
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UCETIER: VU 
To Mrs. WILLIAMS. 
OU will no longer be ſurprized 


Y 


he at my ſilence, when I inform 
le you, that my brother has been, for 
is. oome time, in an ill ſtate of health; 


indeed he has never been well ſince 
e parted with you, my dear Char- 
elle, at Calais, I perceived, with 
nexpreſſible concern, that he nouriſh- 
d in his breaſt a paſſion for you, 
rhich deſtroyed his conſtitution. 1 


5. propoſed going into the country, 
ar. o fee what change of air would 
ing o; but perceiving him grow weaker | 
ſpel (2d paler every day, I judged it ne- 
our Neſſary to bring him back to Paris. 


lis Phyſician told me, that the 
arquis's diforder was out of the 
reach 


rr 


reach of medicine, as he apprehended 
it to proceed from an affeQion- of 
the mind, not a diſeaſe of the body, 
though, the latter was always the con- 
ſequence of the former; he added, 
that if 1 knew the cauſe of my Bro- 
ther's melancholy, 1 ought to en- 
deavour, by rraſon and argument, 
to leſſen its force, and to convince 
him of its pernicious conſequences, 
as well as of its inutility. This diſ⸗ 
courſe made me 'think that I ought 
to probe the wound; and that, per- 
haps, when he was thoroughly con- 
vinced of the impoſſibility of attain- 
ing his deſires, he might exert him- 
ſelf, and in time get the better of a 
hopeleſs paſſion ; with this thought, P 


, a Nm i. xs 1 


after having one day talked much of Ml © 
hi: 
you, and the ſingular turn of your * 


character, I ventured to aſſert, that 
| "you 


/ 
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you was no longer ſuſceptible of 


the under paſſions; and, in order to 
ſupport my opinion, I drew out of my. 
pocket the firſt letter you wrote me 
after your arrival in Eng/and. But oh, 
Charlotte! how | ſhall I be able to 
deſcribe to you the ſequel of this 
dreadful ſcene ? Into what an abyſs 
of miſery has my indiſcretion plunged 
me! He heard the Jetter read with 
great attention, when, looking at me 
with all the marks of ineffable grief 
painted in his face, he ſaid, I thank 
you, Siſter, for deciding my fate; 
Hope is now no more; I ſhall die 
content, ſince the ſtroke is given by 
the too amiable Charlotte. He turned 
io pronouncing theſe words, 
and fell back in his chair: I flew to 
his aſſiſtance, and found his head and 
hands burning hot: We put him to 

Vor. I, 3 ed 
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bed immediately: his fever increaſed z 
the Phyſicians ſeem to think him 
in danger; he obſtinately refvſes 10 
take any of the medicines PIR 
{cribed by. his Doctors. 


I read him, to-day, a co in 
your laſt letter, where you ſay, That 
you are ſorry to have been the innocent 
cauſe of inquietude to a man, for 
whom you have the higheſt eſteem z” 
and add, (If I may be permitted the 
expreſſion) the tendereſt friendſhip.” 


He raiſed his languid head, and, 
looking at me, ſaid, I am infinitely 
honoured by her friendſhip ; but my 
heart aſpires at more; nor can I live, 
unleſs by a miracle I could inſpire 
her with a: tenderer ſentiment for me 
than that of eſteem ; but, alas, (added 
he, ) that can never, be: and ſo ſaying, 

2 with 


{ 
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with a deep ſigh, funk down again 
upon his pillow. Write to him, my 
de ir Charlotte; on my knees 1 beg 
you to ſave his life; mine depends 
on his recovery; ſokten your "it, | 
my Dear; and if you cannot Jove, at 
leaſt do not tell him ſo. Command 
him to love; he will exert his utmoſt 
power to obey you, by taking proper 
, remedies z in ſhort, reſtore my brother 
5 to the afflicted heart of ß 
WH Yourfaithful, but almoſt diſtracted 


D'ANGEviLLE. 


n 13 
— 9 ** _ 


"DPS PE R IX, 
To Medemaiſelle ann 


. Adelaide, what a taſk have 
you impoſed upon me!] and 
how have you wounded my heart, by 
E 2 the 
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the account you give me of the Mar- 
quis's preſent ſituation 1-' Grief, Pity, 
F nendſhip, all combine to make ine 
wretched! I would facrifice my life, 
wich pleaſure, to reſtore him again to 
health and peace; but Love, is it in 
our power? Or, if it were, could I, 
ought I, ever again to admit it into 

my breaſt? | 

J here. incloſe a letter io your 
Brother, in compliance with your re- 
queſt; I wiſh it may contribute to 
his recovery; 1 have ſaid all that 
friendſhip can expect from me in it, 
and more, perhaps, than prudence 
will approve; I have expoſed m/ 
heart to his view, without the leaſt 
reſerve: Let him read it, and if he 
can there find any ground for hope, 
I ſhall be glad of it, as I moſt ſincerely 


wiſh him both peace and happineſs; 
but 
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but ce give them to him he 
expence of, my veracity. vis, 
Adelaide, my ſpirits are depreſt,, I 
ſhall not know a moment's eaſe till I 
hear from you again. 
Yours, as ever, C. W. 


My Brother and Siſter are much 
yours. I ſent the promifed Me- 
moirs, by one of the King's 
Meſſengers, before-I left town; 
I ſuppoſe our Ambaſſador has 

| ſent it you before now. I have 


employed a man ever ſince you 


nce requeſted to ſee them, and I 
my think he has been very expedi- 


tious in tranſcribing them; it is 
true, he has worked every day, 
and all the day, at them. 


ny 
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Dear SI * 9; 
T' is impothible for me to Geſefibs 


the uneaſineſs which a letter Tre 
ceived yeſterday, from Mademoiſelle 
D' Angeville, has given me; To know 
you dangerouſly ill, and to be told 
that I am the unhappy cauſe of your 
indiſpoſition, is not leſs ſurprizing than 
painful to me: If in reality you have 
that affectioh for me, which your ſiſter 
aſſures me of, you will ſpare my heart 
the wound, of having deprived my 
deareſt friend of a beloved Brother. Be 
certain, that, ſhould this be the caſe, 
peace muſt for ever be à ſtranger to 
my breaſt, You mult: live, Sir, 
öôr my future exiftence will be im- 
bittered by the ſight of that very 
fiſter, who has, for ſo many years, 

| | been 


, 


LEARN a8 
been the delight and comfort of it. 
How will ſhe ever bear to look upon 
the wreech who robbed her of you? 
Alas, the thought chills my blood 
with horror! Is this a return to make 
her for her conſtant and tender at- 
tachment to me? And could ſhe, 
from an effort of generous pity, for- 
give my involuntary crime; yet 
what would conſole me for the loſs of 
a friend, I ſo highly eſteemed and 
valued as yourſelf ? 1 therefore beg 
of you, dear Sir, for my ſake, to uſe 
all poſſible methods for your recovery; 
remember, my peace depends on your 
compliance with this requeſt. I have 
ſent your Siſter the Story of my Life; 
beg ſhe would read it to you; and, 
when you have heard it, if you ſhould 


we 
ry WW think it poſſible for my heart to be 
rs, gain ſuſceptible of a tenderer ſenti- 
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ment than that of friendſhip, uſe your 


endeavours to inſpire me with it. You 
haye ee regardy,and 
ſenſibility of your worth; but my 
heart is, I fear, dead to love; obtain 
that, and I promiſe you the hand of 

+ your evet faithful and affectionate 
inend-.. +. 44G; 


P. 8. I ſhall not be long before 
I return to Paris; 1 therefore 
inſiſt that you do not anſwer 
this, and I expect to be obeyed. 
g * „ nt 35107 


\ 
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I thought proper to inſert the Mz ol here, 

2s the reſt of the Letters were apparently wrote 

after Mademoiſelle D' Angeville had tead them, 
and to which they frequently allude. 
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V Y father was a Gentleman of an 

ancient family in, the Weſt of 
England, and one. of the Repreſenta- 
tives in Parliament for the county in 
which he lived. He had an eſtate of 
three thouſand pounds a year, He 
married the daughter of a neighbour- 
ing Gentleman, who had more beauty 
than fortune, and more birth than 
either of them, her father having the 
right to a Peerage, but could never 
be prevailed upon to take up the title, 


* I have changed the real names into ſictitious 
ones, in order to avoid giving offence, 


becauſe 


becauſe the eſtate, which belonged 
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__ had been left from him, 
was the fri fruit of chk union, 


al out. nine months after their mar- 
riage. Never, ſure, were two people of 
more different characters united, than 
my father and mother were: He was, 
in theory, a philoſopher, loved read · 
ing, had had a liberal education, was 
born with ſtrong natural ſenſe, ſome 
wit, and violent paſſions; his un- 
derſtanding, which was remarkably 
fine, he had cultivated by travelling, 
and a moſt extenſive knowledge of 
books; he read mankind with too 
critical an eye, which naturally led 
him to diflike them; the conſequence 
of which was, that he was ſatyrical 
and moroſe : Whether this turn of 
mind in reality proceeded from the 
reaſon [ have juſt given, or was occa- 

| ſioned 


TT” Xr» I; Tz; CL TI SE WL 


Mrs./ WII I IAN. 59: 


ſioned by ſome diſappointments he had 
met with in his youth, I know not; 
or whether it might not, as I have 
ſometimes ſuſpected, have proceeded 
from his being connected with my 
mother, who was, in every . reſpect, 
the leaſt calculated of any woman 
living to make him happy. She was 
gay, "giddy, illiterate, good-natured, 
and -vain to an exceſs; ſhe had juſt 
that ſhare of underſtanding, which 
Nature ſeems to have diſpoſed of, in 
equal, but ſmall parcels, amongſt my 
ſex; ſhe preſided with grace at her table, 
dreſſed well, (I mean, in that happy me- 
dium which is juſt in the faſhion, with- 
out ever approaching the extremes, 
in ſhort, like what fhe was—a Gen- 
tlewoman. She could keep up a con- 
verſation, for a day together, with 
life and ſpirit, without ſaying any 

ching: 
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thing? and was, what the world calls; 


1205 18 deable woman; bury bat ny 


father 'thought a very triff 8 one. 
She” Was, however, a good breeder, 
for in the courſe of ſeven years ſhe 
had brought my father as many 
children. he education of the boys 
was eaſily decided, as it was left en. 
tirely to my father's direction; but that 
of the girls (of which we were two) 
occaſtoned violent debates between 
our parents. My father aſſerted, that 
women were rendered fooliſh os ri- 
diculous by their education, and that, 
if their minds were properly cultivated, 
they might be made rational beings 
as well as the men. My mother, on 
the contrary, inſiſted, that they were, 
without education, more rational than 
their maſters; and that learning (as 


ſhe termed it) only ſeryed to render 
| a girl 


- &*y nn a Dk . . 1 


Mrs, WI UL NAM by 
a, girl ridiculous, in, the, excs of her 


own ſex, and contemprible in choſe. of 
the men. She affirmed, cht A, gil 
ought to ſacrifice to the'Graces rather 
than to Minerva; In thort, this dif 
pute ended, as moſt diſputes do, in 
both parties being confirmed in the 
rectitude of their proper opinion. 
However, as I was now near ſeven 
years old, it was neceſſary to decide 
the affair, ſo they compounded mat- 
ters, and it was agreed between them, 
that my father ſhould bring me up 
according to his own plan; and that 
ſhe ſhould have the entire direction 
and diſpoſal of my ſiſter Sophia, who 
was one year younger than my- 
ſelf, From this moment I became 
the favourite of my father, and the 
averſion of my mother. I had al- 
ready ſhewed a taſte for reading, 
88 8 though 
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thougn ſo young, by purchiſihg 


little tory books, with all the mot) 
I could ſetape together. T his circut. 
ſtande kaving been obſerved by my 
father, might probably have doh 
mined his choice between my ſiſter 
and me. Be that as it may, I waz 
now become his pupil, and was or- 
dered to attend him, in his library, 
every morning after breakfaſt, where 
he heard me read, and choſe my 
books; he taught me the elements 
of Geography, and made me read 
Hiſtory, with the Globes before me; 
always making me point out upon 
them, the part of the world I was 
then reading about: In-ſhort, I took 
as much pleaſure in learning, as he 
did in teaching me. Thus, in a Hort 


time, by continually ſtudying the 


modes of government of different 
nations, 
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nations, their climates, o ſituations; 
manners, Sc. I inſenſibly becarge:s 
little politicjan, and xead the es- 
papers with more pleaſure, and, Lmgy 
venture to ſay, - with more intelli- 
gence, than moſt of my ſex do at a 
much riper age. He did not confine 
my ſtudies to Reading and the Globes 
_—_ I had maſters to teach me 
French, Writing, Arithmetic, Draw- 
ing, and Dancing; Muſic, he ſaid, was 
ſuch an enchantreſs, that if I had a+ 
taſte for it, I ſhould dedicate too much 

of my time to it, and if I had none, 

| ſhould never make any proficiency 

in the art; and that it would always 


jr be in my power, in a ſhort time, to 
he earn to ſing a ballad, and thrum the 


guitarre, after I had learned what he 
thought much more eſſential, and 
which he called the. Science of think - 


ing 


Voere ſitting together, ſhe ſaid to me, 
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ing i ndoacting with judgment uni 
propmetyi i Young! asd was AD 
found tht urikhty fe Jens en, 
theſe d important ſubjects. The 
parti had to play, in my little ſphere, 
was cby no means an eaſy one; fort 
could not avoid perceiving, thatias I roſe 
in the eſteem of my father. I fell in tha 
of my mother, whoſe diflike of me had 
now almoſt inereaſed into an averſion, 
J remember; that; one day, zon my en. 
tering the room hee $9phia, and, ſhe 


So, Madam, how comes it that 
your-wiſdom condeſcends to hold, con- | 
verſe with mine, and, your ſiſter's ki 
ignorance ? I ſuppoſe; you, mean gat 
criticiſe every word we ſpeak, by NN 
of amuſing yourſelf. at gur expenc, 
but we will not give you that plegfyr: 
for we will go tang. leave you i 

— + YOu! 
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your learned revxries. 80 ſaying, 
ſhe roſe from her chair. I aſſutech her, 
with great humility, chat her cm- 
pany was ever both inſtructine and 
pleaſing to me, and begged her, almaſt 
with tears, not to deprive me of it 
then, But ſhe. gave me 2 lool full 
of anger and contempt, ind flaunced 
out of the room. Sephia followed her, 
becauſe ſne durſt not do otherwile. 
this manner ſhe generally treated me, 
whenever J preſented myſelf before 
her, my father not being with me; 
ſo that, at laſt, I avoided. her almoſt 
s much as ſhe-did-me : And thoſe 
hours which were not ſpent with my 
father, I paſs'd in my own room by 
yſelf, or with my maſters. At din- 
r, however, we always met, when 
t paſt with great reſpect on my fade, 
nd a cold civility on her's. Sophia 
Vol. I, F was 
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was fl good-natured girl; and wed 
I when ſhe came into my 
room, co beg of me, with tears in 
her eyes, not to impute to her my 
mother's ill- treatment of me: Sbe 
profeſſed, in the warmeſt terms, her 
love and value for me, and begged 
the continuation of my friendſhip for 
her; which I readily promiſed, as ſhe 
was no way anſwerable for the ca- 
prices of my mother. I ſaw, however, 
with infinite concern, that 1 was : 
theme. of perpetual contention he- 
tween my parents; and one day, be- 
ing alone with my father, I intreated 
him, with the utmoſt energy, to ceaſ 
ſhewing any partiality to me; I x. 
queſted him to give me my leſſons 
privately, and that I would ſtudy 
them in my own room by myſelt; 
S | begged of him, not to require in 
prefenct 


preſence; ſo freqoentliy in das Hb 
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2s J perceived xhat my depfloing 
mother of ſo much of his f, 
was diſpleaſing to her, a7 
upon me ber reſentment, * Hecan- 
ſwered me, with forme warmthy d Phat 
he was maſter of his own time, and 
ſhould diſpoſe of it as he pleaſed; 
and that he ſhould not alter, nor 
ſuffer me to change, either the man- 
ner or nature of my ſtudies, on any 
conſideration whatſoever.“ Thus was 
condemned to ſuffer hat I could not 
avoid; however, the affliction 1 felt 
on being the cauſe (though an inno- 
cent one) of the daily diſſentions, and 
incteaſe of coolneſs between my pa- 
rents, wrought at laſt upon my conſti- 
tution, and I became thin, pale, 
and languid; and, inſtead of that flow 
ol 1 which was natural to me, 1 

F 2 grew 
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grew penſtve, inactive, and mel an- 
choly. My father was the fact who 
perctived the declining ſtate of ny 
health, and aſked me, one day, with 
great tenderneſa, What was my com · 
plain? and whether L was roally ill or 
no I anſwered him, that I was cer 
tainly far from being well, but chat 
J did not know what was the matter 
with me. He replied, with vivacity, 
But I do! it is your mother's, jll- 
treatment of you that breaks yr 
heart; ſhe would .be glad of it, but 
I ſhall take care to prevent her having 
that ſatisfaction, by removing you 
dut of the reach of her Malice.“ $0 
ſaying, he left, me. I juqged, from 
bis words, that I was deſtined to leaw 
bome ſoon, for ſome time, and I was 
not ſorry for it. That day, at dinnet 
my father, looking at me with a 


al 


Deere 
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chan bfual;laidz . Chantorie/my Dieat; 
ſhould yon like to ſee Londotꝰ an 
ſuered,/ Ves, Sir; there ate thany things 
and if you was to go with me, Think 
ſhould be delighted with: fucho a 
journey. F don't anſwer for chat, re- 
plied he, but I promiſe you chat you 
ſhall 80 there, if it is agreeable to 
you. 1 in write to-morrow to my 
ſiſter, to inform her of my intention, 
of letting yen paſs the winter with * 
her' She has "often aſked you of me, 
but, flf now, 1 thought you too 
young: Indeed, added he, (ſmiling) 
you are not very old now; but if 
your years may be counted by your 
be looked upon as a child.“ I bowed, 
me bluſhed at this praiſe ; che firſt 1 

EY had 


all 
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hadq Gert, Beard from my: facher 
mouth and, indeed, Irbelieverit, was 
meant unore : to pꝑique may! mather 
that aflatter me, and I was | forty 
fortthe motive. She made no replyn 
but] ſaw iin her countenance, that ſhe 
was not pleaſed with my father's in- 
tention of ſending me to my aunt's. 
I did not penetrate her reaſons, at 
that time; but J ſoon found, that ſhe 
was jealous of the improvements l 
might make in London, by having 
better maſters than could be pro- 
cured in the country, as well as from 4 
being introduced into a larger circle Nu 
of genteel company than I had hi- h 
therto been: Theſe were advantages 
which ſhe wiſhed for Sopbia, but not 
for me; or rather the latter, which 
ſne held a neceſſary part of a young 
lady's education and indeed, in her 

opinion, 
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opinion, was the moſt eſſentiab part 
of it, as it, ſhe ſaid, gave eaſe and 
grace, a knowledge. of faſnhions, and 
5 a kind of ſmall - talk, which, all toge - 
; ther, contributed to form the fine. 
e lady: She had therefore laid the plan 
- of ſending  Sophia' to my aunt's,, and 
. 

al 

e 


— 


was conſequently vaſtly mortified to 

find, that I had ſuperſeded her. I 

muſt here remark, that my father (for 
1 what reaſons 1 know not) had con- 
8 ſtantly gone to London every winter, 
o-. during the Seſſions of Parliament, 
m alone, and could never be prevailed 
le upon to let my mother accompany 
i- him thither: However, I have fre- 
ges quently heard him ſay, when preſſed : 
wot upon the ſubject, that when his chil- 
ch WI dren were grown up, he would take a 
kouſe in town, but not till then. 
her | F. 4.. About 
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-z>Abburia month after my facker had 
declared ↄHib anteution of ſendingime 
ron home) Twas ordered to pach 
My fchwuthsg and informed, that I was 
t ſet at ithe next day, With myofe- 
ter for my aunt's country ſeat, which 
was about thirty miles diſtance from 
our heuſe. 1 r60k an affectionte 
leave df my dear Sophia, who ſhed 
foods''of unfeigned teats on parti 
with me; when embracing me with 
tlie urmoſt tenderneſs, he! ſald, Ode 
was aſhamed of her want of getier6ſity, 
in thus ere her on Happineß 
ne ' : 97nO09M e a 10 
. our journey, my —— 
eavoured to give. me ſome idea gi 
dhe characters I was going to live 
wich. He told me, wich A; ſmile, 
2 Fax his liſter was a great fool, 


and 


MW.. WIL Wes 93 


and conſsqnentiy thought chenſeſfiex- | 


tremely wiſc; for (added he. nie He- 
longs only to:thechappy feworrhagte 
really ſoʒ to doubt of: thein πτ - 
pacities. She was anold;mgid when 
ſhe married, an epithet whiehoſhe had 
(in common with tlie reſt of cher E) 
an averſion to: In order, therefore, 
to get rid of it, ſhe married the firſt 

man who aſked her the queſtion; 
your preſent uncle was the perſan; 
ſo, without holding it che leaſt neceſſary 
to enquire into his character, diſpoſi- 
tion, Sc. ſhe only informed herſelf 
of his income; and that being found 
ſufficient to keep her in the rank of 
life in which ſhe had always lived, they 
weremarried. The joy the felt, on hav- 
ing rubbed off the odium Which is ſb 
generally (though, I think, very un- 
Juſtly) flung upon old maids, made 
her 
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her nog attend, at leaſt for ſome days, 
tore the, character of her huſband, 
which, hqwever, ſhe was obliged; to 
do in the,cqurle of ſome, werks., Hie 


is one of thoſe men, who, not being 


able to make themſelves of any con: 
ſequence abroad, are Czars in their 
own. houſes, His tyranny puts her 
cut of humour, and then fhe vents 


her ſpleen on the ſervants, and pro- 


bably will ſometimes upon you, my 
Dear. However, you muſt follow this 
unerring rule, which is, to act right, 
and laugh at the reſt; but not ſo 
as, to offend any one: What I mean 
by laughing, is, not to make your- 
ſelf uneaſy, becauſe fools act abſurdly. 


Let her follies be a leſſon to you, to 


avoid ing what you contemn 
in her.“ As he came to this periog 
of. his diſcourſe, we arriyed at my 

uncle's, 
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uncle's: "My aut pr preſenteck Kerſelf 
to us in the hall, and Ladet deim — 
uncle. She received my Father Wii 
an air. of real joy, and mewith'a Ilttiæ 
jon of protection, which mortified my 
vanity. Is that Charlotte? ſuid the” : 
Come here, my pretty Dear ;' ſhe's 7 
ſweet child; I ſhall be amazingly fond 
of her, I perceive;” then parted me 
on the cheek, and chucked me under 
y the chin. My uncle kiſſed me, ſaying, 
is vas a five" young lady, and ſhould 
t, make many a pretty fellow's heart 
ſo ach: To which my father anſwered, 
hope not; I would not have her 
atyrized- by the addreſſes. of the fops 
and puppies of the preſent age.” *--- 
But not to dwell too long upon 
trifles, . I ſhall haſten on with my 
Story. My father, then, having Rayed 
a week at my uncle's, took his leis: 
in 


it She MIM 


in ofdet 16 return heme? Phila 
eme Rrſtbaime I wis ever ſcphratd 
from, except hett he in Ade Fig 
Mbrt'0 extiiffions to Eöndun; ant 
e belive; chat che difumtiſig of the 
ul rund the” body could nor habt 
beef mort painful to me. He ſeched 
tene hed with my ſenſibility, but c 
me, ſaying, “ Take care, child; 1 
hat you may think an effect öf 
tenderneſs, does hot devine" by" itf 
exceſs) into either paſſion er wen 
neſs; fubdue; Charlotte, as much 1 
poſnble, the too lively ſuſceptibiltj 
of your heart ; it will otherwiſe rut 
away” with you, and then you will 
find it a ſource af eternal afffiction. 
Adieu, my dear girl, I ſhall ſee you 
ſome part of the winter in town.“ 
So ſaying, he n into rer 
210 f. 
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We 
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Wa frayed about a menthoindthe 
country after my father hadfleit us. 
whea, we ſat out for Lomien. Nothing 
we ee en e eee 
road; my, uncle and aunt ſiæpt wit 
part of the way 3. I was emplayed ia 
catching, the former's hat, which 
frequently fell off, as he nodded, and 
the coach jolted; this, with the 
objects I met with on the road, (all 
of which were new to me,) made the 
jonrney not appear long, though we 
were three days in going the ſame; 
ground, which we might now travel 
in one, with eaſe, ſo much are the 
roads improved -fince that time. I 
was extremely delighted at the aghe 
of London; it appeared like a little 
world to me, from the number of 
its houſes, and the multitude of peo- 
ple I ſaw in the ſtreets. My uncle's 
houſe was a very good one, and look- 
ed 
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ed intoſthe Park. The mettingg af. 
ter our arrival, when I cam downeno 
breakfaſt, I found a young gentle. 
man-1momy aunt's. dreſſing · room, 
whom ſhe immediately: prefented/to 
me, as the nephew and heir of my 
uncle. I took very — 
| him, excepting that Il thought he 
was a good pretty figure. He paid 
me many compliments, Which I hard- 
ly at: ended to enough to appear civil; 
however, I thanked him, upon dis 
offering to attend me tod the play, 
opera, ridotto, c. for ſights were 
what my little heart ſighed aftet, 
much more than admiration — 
men. FEA ,vinID9 


As this young — Aal be⸗ 
principal actor in the Firſt ſcene of fry 
life, I muſt beg leave to intrödbte 
him to your acqusittante: He us 


wou "Oy years of age, rather 
8 tall 
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tall then th6Ht," remafkabiy welt 

made, ſlim, ànd genteel; h com- 

plexion Was fair; he had Iigfht Halt, 

and blue eyes, which expreſſed fa- 

ther more good · nature than ſenſe; 

he had, indeed, an inexhauſtible fund 

of the former, nor was he in the leaſt 

deficient in the latter: He was lively, 

had ſome humour, and J could foon 

perceive was not a little in love with 

me: Put all theſe ingredients toge- 

ther, and then add, that he was hardly 

ever out of my ſight, and you will not 

think it ſurprizing that 1 ſhould pre- 

fer him to any other of his ſex, 

whom 1 ſaw ſeldomer, and who, con- , 

ſequently, had leſs opportunities of 

making themſelves agreeable to me : 

In ſhort, I am perſuaded that I ſhould 

have been in love with him, had not 

my uncle and aunt defeated their own 

e (which was our union) by 
making 
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making him the ſpy oves, and cenſor 
of, all my words and actions. ': I. 
never ſuffered to go to anypublic place 
unaccompanied by him «and when 
they ſaw any thing in me 'whiich they 
wiſhed to reprove, they requeſted him 
to ſhew me my errors in the gentleſt, 
and politeſt, terms poſſtble. With re- 
gret and fear, (as I have ſince heard 
him declare, ) he obeyed their orders 
punctually. I always. liſtened to him 
with patience and good humour, and 
muſt confeſs,” that he. could: render 
even advice agreeable, Fromm His man- 
ner of giving it; and would tell me 
of my faults, without 
mon amour prapre. Thus, hilt 1 
liſtened and admired the Mentor, and 
friend, by what fatality I know not 
the lover vaniſhed; I efteerned' him, 
I valued him, I would have truſted 
bien with my life; but whenever: 

thought 
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thought oi him as a huſband, 
verſal chillneſi ſeixed Tannen 
and I found, that, in this haint- Obe 
view, he was become myuanerionm ' 
I was extramely ſhocked eh dνν 
covery, /Which Icould -09;rW8%.-AC=y | 
count for. and was even aſhamed io 
find, that my eee 
the akject, which my teaſon and judg- 
ment approved, and which. rr | 
(as I apprehended) been that of m² 
chaice, fc 1 hoped, time would, reſtore 
me to ceaſona and, in order. ſo hring 
myſelf the oe tat. I made a liſt. 
of his yittueg,, diſſected his perſon. 
(vhich was; really agreeable) and, in, 
ſhort, almoſt fell in love with the. 
picture I had drawn of him upon 
paper, whilſt; the original could nor. 
touch my heart. Sometimes, when I. 
was left alane ry him, he would, 
talk, of baoks, and ey things, vid 

Vor, l. 1 
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ſo much good ſenſe, perſpicuity, and 
livelineſs, that I have looked at him, 
and thought within myſelf} he is 
amid, and I do like him. When, 
upon his turning. the converſation 
from general topics to his love of me, 
and perhaps approaching to take my 
hand, I have inſtantly been ſeized 2 
the me ſhiyeriog, and. have iny 

carily ſnrunk from his. a wy 
ſhould have done from chat of a . 
He often tenderly compla 
apparent averſion to hit; this _ 
1 perceived, preyed upùn — 
my uncle and aut e mh 
proarhed me with my want uf fenſi- 
hility; in ſhort, when they were fe. 
monſtrating to me on the virtues and 
accompliſhments of my lover, and 
en the abfurdity of my behaviour to 
him, I was often tempted to, beg of 
them to ſurprize me into a "_ 

ff 


* 
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with hit, which might have been 
dotic it chat fins 3) b 1 * ee 
ſhould have' Bben'fo gh d Raue 
night, and my duty, A "Wie of of 
honvur,” Wl, togethe a have c oe on 
tributed t ha Wia 
fame tod to the end? 
treme yduth and mol 


my tongue," unhuppity for ie, "as the 
event will & (DOWNS - ano 
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Ae paſt between 
bim an cg in e ame magner; [ 
wenl, fe = Where, faw every thing; 
my f ſometimes, and never 
forgot o tecowmend. to. me hat 49 
neglect my Kugics totally i241 gave 33 
much of, mg time 24. 1, could to my 
maſters, but, 1, mult confeſs, not fo 
much as I,ought to have done. 


My aunt unt often very crofs, and 
ax uncle and ſhe 3 quarrelled 


( 2 twice 


VB er- 
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twice every day, which was- at dinner 
and ſupper. The ſubhests wet on 
her Hide, complaiiits of "the ſervants, 
or of S Want of atteneion to her his 
were ofthe meat'b net being well 
dreſſed, or of herfdf: beg very. 
dreſſed. It is true, that Heramunter 
of putting oti her eloaths was truly 
in the ſtile 'of an old maid, and be 
uſed to affront fer exttemely, by tell 
ing her, ſhe" would never fab off the 
ruſt ſhe bad beehi/ 16" mahy Years 
conttacting; t which mE: Would 4n- 
ſwer in 4" mäaffnet Rieu ie 
made me imagine, tliat xe Wiwerſ- 
tion might bechme rather indlleat, 
ſo 1 uſed generally te fente into my 
own robm as ſooH #3 the'tablerenorh 
was removed, Here J ſtayeil en 
was informed that chert OH dated 
for me. On my return into che tom 
1 always found my unvle faſtafiiep; 


and 


S. S Fg E22 e RS ey apt 


Mrs. WII I IAN. 85 


and my aunt uſed to take that oppor- 
tunity to Ohſegyx, that ſhe, v con- 
in the imam: tate, unleſs they had 
children to which obſervat;og ] could 
make, no reply. ian really knew 5 
thing of tho matter at that time; but 
I have lived to ſee many exceptions to 
this rule, and many inſtanges of chil- 
dren being che ſource of diſſenſion, 
rather than union, between their pa- 
rents : And in either of theſe caſes I 
am of opinion, that the cauſe of their 
difagreement lies in their own, breaſts, 
and does nat proceed either from their 
_ or not having children, ſince 
if they really loved, valued, and eſ- 
teemed each other, their reciprocal 
friendſnip would render them invul- 
nerable to the attacks of caprice and 
in- humour. I have often reflected. 
with grief and ſurprize, at the levity 
63 with 
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wh which young people enter into 
| ſtate, of; wedlock : We frequently 
ant a Lady comes to viſit Mifs's 
Mamms, and aſks the favour of the 
young lady's company in the coun- 
try for a month, the Mamma conſent- 
ing, Miſs will. be very inquiſitive und 
anxious to know the temper. and dif- 
poſition of the Lady,the; js to be ſo 
long a time with as four weeks, and 
will expreſs great apprehenſions, that 
their humonrs may nt. ſult, c. hut 
let her ſee an agretable, handſome 
young Gentleman, whoſe figure pleaſes 
ker eye, and ſhe will immediely en- 
gage with him for life, without any 
of thoſe fears or enquiries, which ſhe 
thought fo neceſſary in a eaſe of ſo 
much leſs importance; not conſider- 
ing, that on the choice of a huſband 
depends (in all human probability) 
her future happineſs or miſery. Let 


me 
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3 JJ ( et as. = 


Mes. WII I IAN s. 87 


me here beg leave to give a word 
of advice to my own ſex: Experience, 
and an extenſive knowledge of the 
world, have taught me, that 'when- 
ever any woman ' eftablifhes her hap- 
pineſs in the marriage ſtate, on any 
other baſis than that of gaining and 
deſerving her huſhand's eſteem, ſhe wilb 
find ſhe has Built upon ſand ; Paſſion 
may, and muſt, in time wear out, but 
where reaſon approves, friendſhip will: 
always be the conſequence; © Hold a 
man of worth and honoer by that 
tie, and · you hold him for life; be you 
ſure not to be in the wrong, and I 
will anſwer for his ſbon being in the 
right, though he may perfiaps at firſt 
not entirely agree with you; in the 
defirfition of theſe two important 
points. If you have been deceived, and 
have married a libertine, he will, at 
leaſt, fo far reſpect your virtues, as to 
| G4 wear 
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wear a maſt before you, unlets; lie be 
a "mBAR6?" indeed; and! perhaps (f 
I weilen ſuch inſtances y chin 
ade virtue in you, till- he tatbhes 
the rmanution. But I digreſs to far, 
and, I fear, treſpaſs upon your pe- 
tience. To return to my torx a 
It was now the feaſt” Wilen evtry 
body wiſhes to leave the * fkreets 
of London for green Heldt an 
air; accordingly, my cd . Tis 
family, his nephew Sir Chats Hany, 
and "myſelf, ſet dt fbr 2—12 Hife, 
where we arrived in much berret heath 
than temper, for my uncle affd Hihiſt 
had quarrelled all the Way, and by 


had far next my lover dutibg the 
whole journey; a circuriſtance 


was n Way to bis advantage „und 
gave me great pain, 2 as ie c beibe 
me, that. my "diſlike of hint was nw 


increaled into a confirmed antipattiy 
of 
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of his perſon: This procegded, I he- 
hove, frato his having · enterta mad anc 
all theway with the ſtrongeſt aſſurances 
of the forte of his paſſion. n ſubject 
which, I have alteady obſervedualways 
rendered him odious to me} I was 
delighted when I found myſelf re- 
leaſed from this converſation, by our 
arrival at , where, after ſtaying 
ſome days, I, went to my father's. I 
was received by him with rapture, 


with civility, by my mother, and with 


real joy by my. dear Sophia. In the 
courſe. of ,a; month's viſit, which I 
made to my. , he took frequent 
occaſions. of telling me, how re- 
joiced he was to find that I was 
deſtined to be the wife of Sir Charles 
Stanly... ** He is (continued my father) 
eyery- thing my heart could wiſh the 
man to be, whom I would have choſe 
for your huſband he has a fine 

. 
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eſtate, you can have no ohjection to 
his underſtaunding is univdxally al- 
lowed to be uncommonly —.— 
for, ſo yeung a man z, beſides, he, is 
perfectly good-natured and well - bred, 
and I think you peculiarly fortunate 
tao be the choice of ſo;avcemplifhed z 
Gentleman, Tou, my Dar, I am 
perſuaded, are ſenſible of your own 
happineſs, and will, I matze no doubt, 
deſerve the contmuance of it, iby:ex- 
erting your utmoſt endeavours: to- 
wards making a geod wife, mother, 
and miſtreſs. Here he pauſed, and 
looked ſteadſaſti at me: I dt 
make no repiy: The awe in which 
J ſtood of my father, the deference 
J paid to this jndgmont, in ſfiort, ce 
con ſciduſneſs that all he had ſuid 


Which = myſelf; all. theſe 
* C conſi 


truth, :except that part of chis Aiſcourſe 
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conſiderations tied my tongue: And 
thus, by my lence, 1 confitted him 
in the belief; that 1 had nd Section 
to the marrying Sit Carb. N 
time, however, was yet AR for our 
nuptials, as I was dug tb be mich 
100 young td talte wpen me the care 
of a famity. lu this de mma Fuſed: 
ſometimes to flatter myſelf with the 
hope, that time, perhaps, would eure 
me of a caprice I ebuld ho wity ac- 
count for, and which my reaſon in- 
variably condemned. 1 wiſhed to love 
Sin Charles Stamy, with as much ardor 
as ever a for faken maid did to forget 
the object which had betrayed and 
undone her, and with equal ſucceſs; 
that is to ſay, without any. In this 
diſagreeable ſituation of mind I con- 
tinued for near two years, Which 1 
cnt with my unele and aumt; daring 
which time nothing material happened 
| to 
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to me. Every body knew I was en. 
gaged, conſequently no body made 
any propoſals of marriage to me; ſo 
that I ſpent my life in one continued 
inſipid monotony ; till a Lady, an 
intimate | acquaintance of my aunt's, 
happened to come and ſpend a fey 
weeks with her in the country. She 
was a lively, agreeable, well-bred, 
| ſenſible woman; and took ſuch a 
liking to me, that ſhe would hardly 
ſuffer me to be a moment out of her 
ſightz and when the time came that 
ſhe was to return to her -own. ſear, 
which was in the North, ſne begged 
ſo ardently of my aunt to ſpate me 
for a couple of months during the 
ſummer, that ſhe, who had been 
attached to her from infancy, (as 
they had been educated at the ſame 
ſchool together) could not refuſe het, 
though ſhe ſeemed to conſent te- 

luctantly; 
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luctantly; and made me promiſe not 
to exceed che time, as (ſheupolitivgly 
declared, ſhe could ſpare md io langer 
than fortwo months, IaHfured Mer 
of my obedience to her-wilth untliin 
a feu days after wards the Lady and 
] fat. out, in her chariot, fer i the 
North. The journey delighted ms; 
for now, for the firſt time of my lite, 
felt the charms of liberty; I ſeemed 
to breathe a/ purer air; my little heart + 
beat with tranſport, on the reflection 
that I was miſtreſs of my own words 
and actions. I never ſuſpected that I 
could err, whilſt 1 followed the 
dictates of innocence and nature; and 
imagined that old folks were good for 
nothing, but to torment young ones 
and that all the leſſons of prudenoe; 
with which they eternall/ ſtunned 
one's ears, mere only calenlated to 
krep one eontnually by cheir de 
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in order: either: ta entertain them, or 
elſe ne ite vent their evet being leſt BY 2 
alont / Lever apprebended, that ex- p 
perienee, and a knowledge of life, st 
were neceſſary ingredients to guide us Wl at 
with ſafety through it; nor could! 
conceive, that it required any an 
to conduct one's ſelf well in the world, 
ſince I ſuppoſed that to mean wel 
and to act ſo, were ſynonymous terms. 
In this diſpoſition F arrived at Lady 
Betty Ruſſel's ſeat: It was an ancient, 
but noble manſion, and not far from 
the county town, where, ſhe told me, 
the races would begin in a few days; 
and added, that ſhe propoſed taking 
a lodging there for che week, ' as'he 
fancied the balls, concerts, Sti Which 
there would be every night during the 
race week, might afford ine fe 
amuſement. I was infinitely pleaſed 
with the propoſal, and thairked fer 

Lady- 
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Ladyſhip for her obliging attention ; 
aſſuring her, at the ſame time, that all 
places muſt be agreeable to me where 
ſhe was. A few days after my arrival 
at Lady Betty s, I received a letter 
from Sir Charles, filled with the ten- 
dereſt profeſſions of his inviolable love 
for me; he begged, in the moſt 
pathetic manner, that I would ſteel 
my heart againſt the attacks it would 
inevitably meet with, in 4 part of 
the world where, probably, every 
one would be ignorant of my engage- 
ment to him; he conjured me to 
conſider, that his life depended on my 
fidelity, c. 1 did weigh and con- 
ſider all theſe things very maturely, 
during the few. days which preceded 
dur going to ——. I had, however, 
0 aha ſhort time, ſeen many genteel 
s well as ruſtic beaus, who came 
0 pay their reſpects to Lady Betty; 
bur 
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but hitherto no one of their ſex had 
taught me to know, that I had a 
heart capable of loving; I had, indeed, 
often wiſhed to love, but then it was 
only for the ſake of another that! 


did ſo; I never had propoſed any 


pleaſure to myſelf from it. In this 


| ſtate of total indifference, then, I ſat 


out for races. The firſt day we 
went upon the courſe, where the 
horſes ran, I was prodigiouſly ſur- 
prized at the number and magnih- 
cence of the equipages I ſaw. there; 
I had never before ſeen ſuch a con- 
courſe of gentee] people, excepting 
in London; the novelty of the ſport, 


the fineneſs of the weather, in ſhort, 


all contributed to amuſe and delight 
me. We returned from the field in 
the evening, drank tea, and then 
prepared to go to the aſſembly, | 
had never taken any pleaſure at my 


toilette; 5 
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toilette; for though 1. was Always 
well- dreſſed, (which means with k 0- 
priety) vet. ir is my miaid's Taſte 
rather than my own, that had the 
merit of it. Hovever, on this day, 
for the firſt time in my life, I named 
the gown I-would wear, Choſe "myſelf 
the ribbarids, Sc. which 1 thought 
would ſuit it beſt ; ; in ſhort, I directed 
the toilette. Fanny, my maid, ſmiled, 
on obſerving. me, and ſaid, I fan- 
cy, Madam, you have ſome con- 
queſt in view to-hight, by the atten- 
tion you ſhew. to your dreſs ; I never 
ſaw you give yourſelf any concern 
about it before.“ I was ſtruck at 
the juſtneſs of the girl's s remark, and 
immediately aſked myſelf the reaſon, 
without, being able to find it out. 


Had I known the human heart then, 
s well as I do now, the problem 
vould not have been difficult to ſolve; 

Vet. | H in 
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his Lady and the coach waited for me: 
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in ſhort, my deſtined huſband was 
not near me, and in that moment ! 
did not recolle& that I was engaged. 
I had hardly finiſhed dreſſing, when 
a ſervant came to inform me, that 


J made my apologies for not being 
ready ſooner. Lady Betty ſmiled, 


| 

| 

| 

and told me, That my time had been 
well employed, ſince my cloaths were Ml | 
put on with the utmoſt taſte.” Se 
then ſaid, ſhe had a favour to aſk off h 
me, which was, That I would give " 
her leave to direct my choice of: f 
partner; ſo far as that, if any oneilf fc 
aſked me to dance, I would anſwer, WM c! 
J was engaged, unleſs ſhe gave nM nm 
a jog, either with her foot or elbow; * 
becauſe, ſaid ſhe, in all theſe publiy in 
places there are gameſters and pick thi 
pockets, who aſſume the habit ad ig 
appearance of Gentlemen; therefor hat 
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] would wiſh you to dance with ſome 
body that I either know by name, 
or by ſight.” I promiſed to comply 
with her requeſt. On our arrival at 
the rooms, I was charmed and fur- 
prized at the beauty of the building ; 
the company was numerous -and 
brilliant. After the Women of Quality 
had danced minuets, I was taken out 
by a noble Lord, whom I had 
known in London. The dance done, 
he aſked me, ** Who he ſhould ſend 
me?” (which is the phraſe.) I an- 
ſwered, I knew no body, and there- 
fore begged his Lordſhip would 
chuſe for me;” he bowed, and left 
me; when, in an inſtant, I perceived 
a young Gentleman, dreſſed in white 
and filver, advance towards me, I 
thonght him the moſt agreeable 
figure I had ever ſeen. When we 
had finiſhed the minuet, he handed 

H 2 me 
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me to my ſeat, and ſaid, Madam, 
if you are not engaged for country 
dances, I beg to have the honour of 
being your partner.“ I curt'ſey'd 
aſſent; and he took out 'a young 
Lady, who ſat next me, to dance the 
ſecond minuet with, My eyes followed 
him; I thought he danced better than 
any body in the room; and my good 
friend, Lady Betty, had aſked mie, ten 
times, who he was, before I had caught 
the ſound ſufficiently to anſwer her, 
which I did, however, at laſt, with 
ſome confuſion, ſaying, ** I did not 
know, but I ſuppoſed him to be a 
Gentleman, ſince Lord C— had ſent 
him to me.“ She replied, “ As to 
that, my Dear, his figure and manner 
will be his ſecurity on that head.” 
I found he was ſo much the favourite 
of the Ladies, that he danced four 
minuets to any other perſon's two, 

| s and 
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and was at laſt obliged to quit the 
room, to avoid being called upon 
any more. As ſoon as the com- 
pany ſtood up to country dances, 
he flew to me, took me by the hand. 
and placed me next to Lady Diana 
H—, who, I perceived, was an ac- 
quaintance of his. After the firſt 
dance, which was fatiguing, as the 
weather was exceſſively hot; and we 
were more than thirty couple, he 


propoſed fitting down: I know not 


why, but I dreaded his converſation, 
and therefore (though tired to death) 
deſired to ſtand up the next dance: 
He obligingly complied : However, 
that finiſhed, my legs refuſed their 
office, and I was neceſſitated to own 
myſelf fatigued. I went to ſeek Lady 
Betty, hoping that her preſence would 
prevent the. converſation between my 
partner and me, from becoming in- 

H 3 tereſting z 
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tereſting; but, unfortunately for me, 
I found her engaged in a _party at 
whift, ſurrounded by a crowd of peo» 
ple, fo that I could not approach her; 
therefore, with a palpitation at my 
heart, which 1 could not very well 
account for, I was obliged to ſeat my- 
ſelf upon a bench, when, as you: may 
ſuppoſe, my partner placed himſelf 
next me, I began the converſation 
by. obſerving, that the weather was 
very hot, the room very full, I much 
fatigued, and a pack of ſtuff of 
that ſort, When he replied, * That 
-he never danced but for the ſake of 
having an agreeable partner, eſpe- 
cially in hot weather, as he thought 
the exerciſe much too violent; adding, 
that if he had been fo, unhappy: as to 
have found me engaged that night, 
he ſhould, moſt certainly, not have 
danced at all.” I bowed to this com- 
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pliment. He continued the conver- 
fation, by obſerving the effects of 
ſympathy, which he proved from the 
being forcibly ſtruck at the firſt ſight 
of one amiable object more than 
another: He ſaid, ** That the heart 
decided its choice en tyrant, and that 
ſometimes ſo deſpoticly, as to ſubdue 
both reaſon and prudence in the pur- 
ſuit : How happy, then, (continued he) 
muſt that perſon be, whoſe judgment 


and reaſon both approve of the choice, 


which his heart, from an irreſiſtible 
impulſe, had been compelled to make.” 
Here he pauſed, as ſeeming to wait 
my reply. I ſaid, ** That a paſſion, ſuch 
as he had been deſcribing, founded 
only on the ſenſes, could not, I-ap- 
prehended, be of any dangerous con- 
ſequence, as it would probably be of 
very ſhort duration.“ So ſaying, Iroſe 
from my ſeat, telling him, that ſome- 

1 body 
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bady. had juſt called up a favourite 
dance of mine, which I begged he 
would not refuſe going down. with 
me: He complied with reluctance, 
but I inſiſted, as I dreaded the con- 
tinuance of a converſation, which 
had already very much embarraſſed 
me, As ſoon as Lady Betty had 
finiſhed her party, ſhe came to us, 
from which time I danced no more, 
as ſhe now made a third in the con- 
verſation. She ſeemed, much pleaſed 
with my partner, who payed her all 
imaginable. reſpect and attention; he 
handed us to our coach, wiſhed us a 
good night, and took his leave. 1 
had learnt his name at the tea-table, 
where he ſeemed to be known to 
every body but me; I need not tell 
it yau, ſince it is that I now bear. 
In the coach, as we went home, 


Lady Betty aſked me, * How I liked 


Mr. 
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Mr. Williams ?” I replied, **Very well; 
and added, I think he is a well-bred 
agreeable young Gentleman.“ He 
is, I find (ſaid Lady Betty) the only 
ſon of an old acquaintance of mine; 
his father, lam told, is immenſely rich; 
the means by which he became ſo he 
muſt anſwer for himſelf: As to the mo- 
ther of the young Gentleman, I have 
known her from my - infancy, and 
ſhe is a ſenſible, worthy woman as 
lives; her father was a Gentleman 
of an ancient family in this county, 
and lived in my neighbourhood; the 
young man is very like his mother 
in perſon; I hope he has her mind 
too, and in that caſe, . he has nothing 
left to wiſh for.“ I liſtened to this 
diſcourſe of Lady Betty's with great 
attention, and found myſelf mortified, 
on hearing that his father's character 
was equivocal, eſpecially-upop ſo im- 

portant 
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portant a point as that of probity: 
1 however immediately checked my 
ſenſibility on this fubject, by afking 
myſelf, What his father was to me? 
And inftantly changed the diſcourk, 
The next morning Mr. Wilkans 
waited: upon us, to enquire after our 
| kealths, with the uſual compliment, 
of hoping we had. got no cold the 
preceding evening; when, not wait 
ing for an anſwer, he ſaid, Yon go 
again to- night to the rooms, Ladies, 
F ſuppoſe?” I replied, ** We in- 
tended going.“ Then, Madam, 
che ſaid) I beg you would honour me 
with your hand this evening in the 
country dances; you cannot be al- 
ready engaged, for it is ſo early, that 
1 am the firſt viſiter you have had 
to-day, (in all probability,) and, in- 
deed, I came thus ſoon, in order, if 
n to ſecure you for my _—_ 
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[ could not ſay I was engaged, and 
therefore anſwered, that 1 Pare + | 


dance with bim that night, but nt 
the following one, becauſe it was not 
uſual. for a young Lady to dance 
three nights conſecutively. with the 
ſame Gentleman, and that I wiſhed 
always to avoid being paecicular.. He 
faid, cuſtom was a tyrant, bur that 
he ſhould never diſpute my wilt; he 
hoped, however, that the fourth night 


jection: To which I made no an- 
ſwer. To ſhorten my ſtory, then, I 
ſaw him every day during my ſtay 
at ——: He had engaged my alt- 
fections Before I myſelf had any ſuſ- 
picions that my attachment to him 
was of any other nature than that. 
of liking his company, as an agreea- 
ble, chearful companion. I have 
frequently obſerved, that one becomes 


more 
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more, intimately acquainted with one 


another in ſeven days, at any of theſe 


public weetings, than one ſhduldpro. 


bably,be in as many years from only 


viſiting them in London. Thus I, — 


ing paſt moſt part of my time, during 
our ſtay at —— races, in company with 


Mr. Williams, by which means we. 


became. ſo intimate, that I looked up- 
on him as an old acquaintance, and 
even ventured, with all the confidence 


of fifteen, to decide him to be a mo- 


deſt, well bred, worthy, ſenſible, young 
Gentleman. Having thus drawn his 
picture, in my mind's eye, (as Shakeſpear 
ſays) his perſonal charms did not fail 


to.- heighten the colouring, and you 
will eaſily agree with me, that ſuch a 
picture, placed in a heart, on which 
no prior impreſſion had been made, 
muſt naturally produce a powerful 
effect. It did ſo; for I found, with 
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no ſmall ſhame and terror, that the 
being ſeparated from him would be 


painful to me; however, J flattered 


myſelf with the hopes, that I ſhould 
conquer my weakneſs, . by abſence 
from the object of it: Accorditgly, 
I had virtue and ſtrength enough 
left, to preſs Lady Betty to leave, 
ſaying, !] was fatigued to death with 
noiſe, and buſtle, and longed to enjoy 
the peaceful ſcene which the country 
afforded.” She willingly complied 
with my requeſt, and we left —— 
the eighth day. from our arrival in it. 
On the'morning of our departure, Mr. 
Williams handed us into the coach, 
and, with a look full of inexpreſſible 
tenderneſs, ſeized my hand, ſaying, 
May you, dear Madam, enjoy in 
your ſolitude, that peace, of which, 
| fear, you have for ever robbed my 
breaſt,” To this harangue I made no 

anſwer, 
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anſwer, but by a bluſh, He then ad. 
defied Lady Betty, telling her, That 
he purpoſed ſpending a few weeks 
with a friend of his, who lived in her 
Ladyſhip's neighbourhood, when he 
haped ſhe would give him leave, to 
have the honour of paying his reſpect 
to her, and Miſs Rutland, (which wa 
me.) She bowed, and, with the moſt 
gracious air, aſſured him, That ſhe 
ſhould be extremely glad to ſee him, 
for his own ſake, as well as for that 
of her old friend's, his amiable mo- 
ther; and added, that ſhe ſhould 
eſteem it as a favour, if he would 
come and ſpend a few days with her 
at her ſeat ; ſaying, that ſhe would do 
every thing in her power to render ii 
agreeable to him. Mr. Williams thank. 
| ed her Lady ſnip for the honour hr 
did him, and told her, that he accepted 


of her obliging invitation with the 
| | greatelt 
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greateſt pleaſure, as well as wich the 


higheſt ſenſe of the favour ſhe did him. 
I trembled at the thought, but tried, 
however, by every means, to hide 
from them the confuſion this conver- 
{ation had Alung me into. During our 


ſhort journey, my good friend, Lady 


Betty, entertained me, all the way, 
with the praiſes ſhe beſtowed on Mr. 
Williams, expreſſing her ſatisfaction in 
the thoughts of ſeeing him at her 


on houſe. Unhappily for me, Lady 


Betty was perfectly convinced, that 
my affections were fixed upon Sir 
Charles Stanly, and, like a virtuous 


woman, ſhe judged it impoſſible that 
I ſhould engage my hand to ane man, 


and loſe my heart to another; fo 


took it for granted, that they were 


both diſpoſed of, and, conſequently, 
ſhe looked upon me as being invul- 
nerable to all foreign attacks. She 

reaſoned 
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_ reaſoned right, had her hypotheſis been 
ſo; but having erred, in the manner 
of ſtating the propoſition, he blun- 
dered on, till, inadvertently, ſhe was, 
in ſome meaſure, the means of my be- 
coming one of the moſt unhappy of 
women. I now endeavoured, by every 
argument that reaſon could ſuggeſt, 
to ſteel my heart againſt the arrival 

of Mr. Williams; but, alas! how 
weak is reaſon, when oppoſed to ſen- 
ſation,” at the age of fifteen'! I was 
often tempted to open my heart to 
Lady Betty, and to beg her to aid me 
with her prudence, and experience, to 
ſubdue myſelf ; but modeſty inftantly 
ſuppreſſed the thought; for a girl of 
my age to confeſs herſelf to be in 
love! and that at a time too, when het 
parents had directed her choice to ano- 
ther object, muſt have been conſtrued 
as the heighth of ĩmprudence, and diſ- 
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obedience; I. therefore determined 


to inform Mr. Williams. 10 my P 
gagement to Sir Charles, if 9 

came to an open declaration of th 
paſſion; and by ſo doing, I took it, for 


granted, I ſhould put a total end to 


all his farther pretenſions on that head. 
Thus fortißed, I felt myſelf ſtrong, 
and my fear of ſceing him was in- 
finitely decreaſed. . Let me here re- 


mark, that reaſon, is never ſo near a 
ptecipice as when it reſts ſecure on 


its own ſtrength: A diffidence af our 
own judgment, and fortitude, is the 
ſafeſt guide through life: Had 1 fol- 
lowed this maxim, at the period I am 


now writing of, I ſhould have imme- 


diately returned to my uncle Boldby's, 
and by that means have avoided an 
act, which fifteen years of ſevere 


puniſhment has not yet expiated. 
The world will ſometimes forgive us 


TER” 32. our 
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our follies ; but the delicate, ſenſibe 
mind, can never either forgive or for- 
get its own faults, eſpecially , When 
they are of a nature, which religion 
muſt contemn, and prudence diſap- 

prove. I write under the impulſe 
of thoſe feelings, which J here en- 

deavour to deſcribe. But to my ſtory, 
On my arrival at Lady Betty's feat, 
I found letters from my father, my 
aunt, and Sir Charles Stanly ; the two 
firſt were tending to the ſame pur- 
"poſe, viz. deſiring me to return, 
without fail, at the expiration of my 
two months leave of abſence, becauſe 
my father and mother were to ac. 
company my uncle, aunt, and ſelf, 
to Landon, in order to aſſiſt at the 
celebration of my nuptials with Sit 
Charles, which they had fixed for i 
early month in che approaching winter; 
and, for that reafon, ſhould lea 
Mp 3 the 
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the country ſooner than uſual, that I 

might have time to equip myſelf 
properly for the ceremony. My lover's 
letter was that of a man of ſenſe, 
elevated with the hope of ſhortly 
poſſeſſing the woman he loved; his 
tile was paſſionate, but delicate, I 
wis ſeized with a univerſal tremor on 
peruſing theſt letters; my blood re- 
tired to my heart; and 1 felt myſelf 
in a ſtate of terror and deſpondency, 


which I can neither deſcribe nor account 


for, In this ſituation of mind I had 
flung myſelf into a great chair, which 
was in my room, where I might, 
probably, have remained ſome time, 
had not my reveries been interrupted 
by the entrance of a ſervant, who 
ſaid, - 54 Madam, Mr. Williams is 
below, and my Lady begs you would 
be ſo obliging as to go down-to him, 
as is at preſent engaged with 
I 2 ſome 
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ſome' of her renants about buſineſs; 
ſhe deſires, Madam, that you would 
make her apologies to the Cantos, 
and aſſure him, that ſhe will wait on 
him as ſoon as poſſible.“ I ſtarted 
up at the name 2 Mr. Milian; 
and, from having been as cold as death, 
felt the blood glow in niy "cheeks, 
and circulate with rapidity through 
all my veins. It was with difficulty 
I] collected myſelf ſofficiently* to tell 
the ſervant, that I would” obey! his 
Lady's commands immèdiatety. As 
ſoon as the man was gone, T'endea- 
voured to calm my” ſpirits, and "to 
aſſume an air of compoſure,” Which 
the palpitation of my heart ſtrongly 
oppoſed: However, I called to mind 
the reſolution I had formed, of ending 
Mr. © Williams's pretebſions, by in 
honeſt avowal of my being contracted 
to another: This thought again gave 
ee me 
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me courage, and by the time I ar- 
riyed at the en door, I fancied 


my heart. invulnerable to every attack 


which might be made upon it. I 
entered, and accoſted Mr. Williams 
with Lady Betty 8 compliments, and 


apologies for not waiting upon him 
immediately. He looked at me, and, 


in a . pathetic , tone of voice, ſaid, 


« You cannot be ignorant, Madam, 
that though I made Lady Betty Ruſſel 


the pretence, yet my viſit was to you, 


and therefore I can eaſily excuſe . 


her abſence,” _ I anſwered, That 


| was much obliged to him; but that 
| thought my friend deſerved her 


ſhare of the compliment, from the 
real regard which ſhe profeſſed having 
tor himſelf and family; whereas 1 
am, (ſaid I,) almoſt a perfect ſtranger 
to them both.“ Tou can be none 


to my heart, (he replied,) Madam, 


1 3 ſince 
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houſe, in order to meet a ſelect com · 
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ſince it has been in your poſſeſſlon 
ever ſince the firſt moment I had the 
pleaſure (or perhaps the mis fortune) 
of feeing you.“ Juſt as he had 
finiſhed theſe words, the parlour door 
opened, and the Lady. of the houſe 
entered the room ; fortunately, ſhe was 
too much occupied with the joy of 
ſeeing Mr. M illiams, to obſerve my 
confuſion, which' was, indeed, very 
great. She preſſed him to ſtay dinner, 
which, with great politeneſs, he de- 
clined, ſaying, “ That he had given 
his word to return to his friend's 


pany, who were invited to dine there, 
intirely upon his account. Lady 
Betty then reminded him of the pro- 
miſe he had made her at —, of ſpend- 
ing two or three days with her; he 
bowed, and ſhe inſiſted upon bis 
fixing the time; which, after ſome 

2 com- 
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compliments of thanks, he did for 
the T'hwr/dzy following. On naming 
the day, he fixed his eyes upon me, 
as if he' defired' to read in my face, 
whether 1 ſhould be pleaſed or dif- 


pleafed at having him in the houſe 


with me. My eyes met his, and 1 
felt myſelf bluth. What he attributed 
this emotion to, I then knew not, 
nor, indeed, could 1 myſelf, at that 
time, decide, whether it proceeded 
from pleaſure or pain, or, perhaps, 
from neither: In ſhort, at fifreen we 
ate very bad Metaphyſicians; con- 
tent with the conſequence, we never 
look up to the cauſe; it is an age 
in which ſenſation is the primum mobile 
of all our actions, and therefore 
(bating the conſequences of error) the 
happieſt part of our lives; every 


object around us has the charm of 3 


an the exterior pleaſes, and we 
I 4 never 
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never attempt to look behind the 
curtain, till experience, - Gſappoint. 
ment, and apathy, diffipate the illu · 
ſion, and we begin to ſee through: 
_ truer medium; at which period we 
become undoubtedly wiſer, but do we 
become happier? The Many, I fear, 
do not; the Few, I know, do. Tho 
who purſue wiſdom, and attain her, 
are the only human beings who may 
juſtly be ſtiled happy, becauſe it is not 
in incident to make them otherwiſe; 
their happineſs is concentred in them- 
ſelves; it is built upon a perfect reſig- 
nation to the diſpenſations of an all- 
wiſe Providence, and a thorough 
knowledge of the inſtability of human 
events, as well as a perfect conviction 
of the inſignificancy of either pain, 
or pleaſure, on ſo ſlight a tenure, and 
ſo ſhort a duration, as that of our 
exiſtence here.— 


Excuſ 
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Excuſe this digreſſion.— The in- 
terval between Mr. Williams's viſit, and 


the time appointed for his return, was 


five days, during which period I had 
a continual dread upon my ſpirits. 
I ſincerely wiſhed for the power of 
avoiding him,” by leaving the houſe 
of Lady Betty, but this could not 
be done, without avowing my weak- 
neſs for him; a humiliation, which my 
vanity . would not conſent to, though 


my reaſon ſtrongly urged the neceſſity 


of ſuch a confeſſion: In ſhort, in 
this, as in moſt other inſtances of the 
like nature, my judgment was fi- 
lenced by Pamour propre. I wrote, 
however, to Sir. Charles Stanly, in a 
more obliging ſtile than uſual, vainly 
imagining that I fortified myſelf 
againſt my weakneſs, by binding thoſe 
chains ſtill ſtronger, which both duty 


and reaſon called upon to regard as 


indiſſo- 


— — 
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my laurels, determining not to make 


tion of my mind with regard to Mr, 
Williams, as I was perfectly reſolved 
to obey my parents. In this ſtate of 


indiſſolable. Thus ſatisfied at having 
obtained (as I thought) à kind of 
victory over myſelf, I repoſed-under 


any farther enquiries into the ſitua. 


ſecurity I ſaw him arrive on T hurſday, 
without any ſenſible emotion in my 
heart; I was even chearfuller than 
uſual in his company, for which 
realon he was more ſerious; I raillied 
him upon his gravity, he .compli- 
mented me upon my extreme gaiety; 
upon which Lady Betty ſaid, with 2 
imile, ** Miſs Rutland is in the right 
to laugh as long as ſhe can; for (con- 
tinued ſhe) though I am perſuaded 
ſhe will be happy in her choice, yet 
matrimony is apt to make one grow 
ſerious in time.“ Mr, Williams took 
what 
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what Lady Betty had ſaid as a gene- 
ral reflection, which might have, with 
equal propriety, been addreſſed to- 
any other young Lady, as well as 
to me; for which reaſon he replied, 
with vivacity, That he apprehended 
the marriage ſtate, when two hearts 
were united, to be the only ſource of 
happineſs onearth ;” adding, he had 
long been perſuaded, that without 
that tender union of hands and hearts, 
life would not be worth the purchaſe.“ 
Lady Betty, looking at me, ſaid, 
«You ſee, my Dear, that young 


people can praiſe matrimony as wells 


as we old ones, who have expe- 
tienced it, and who, you frequently 
lay, only ſpeak well of it, to draw 
others into the ſame. ſnare; but we 
ſhall find you become one of irs moſt 
zealous advocates before many months 
ur paſt, or I am much miſtaken in 

pj my 
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my conjectures. I looked down, and 
made no anſwer. When Mr. Wil. 
liams, in a low faultering voice, 


aſked, « Is the young, Lady. ſo.,near 
being married, Madam?” addreſſing 
- himlelf to Lady Betty. Yes, Sir, 
(ſhe replied, ) it is no ſecret that Miſs 
Rutland has been ſome time engaged 
to Sir .Charles Stanly ; 3 and I leam 
from her friends, that the wedding 
is ſhortly to be conſummated,” Here 
a ſilence of ſome minutes enſued; 
when perceiving the paleneſs and ce- 
jection, which had ſpread themſelves 
over Mr. Williams's tace, I roſe, and 
ſaid to Lady Betty, ** Do, Madam, 
favour us with a tune upon the harp- 
ſichord, and I will accompany you 
with my guitarre.” Not fo, (ſhe 
replicd,). but if you will ling, I will 
play, with all my heart.“ I could 
not refuſe, becauſe my « deſign, in in- 
terrupting 


4 
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terrupting the diſcourſe, -was to draw 
Lady 'Betty's attention from Mr. 
//illiams, whoſe countenance had ſuf- 
fered fo viſible an alteration, that I 
feared ſhe might have perceived 'ic. 
Her Ladyſhip pitched unfortunately 
upon * 4rn2's Cantata, called Lydia; 
| objected to it, declaring 1 could not 


ſing it; but ſhe knowing I could, 


inſwered, rather peeviſhly, Well, 
if you won't ſing, I won't play.“ I 
felt the cruelty of ſinging this ſong 
to Mr. W/ilizams, but it was unavoid- 
able; fie Rood behind my chair, and 
I could hear him ſigh frequently, 
as if his heart was breaking. 1 
would have given the world to have 
ceaſed tormenting him, but it was not 


leet "" . . 


— — — 


* The name of the Cantata 1s torn out of the 
manuſcript; I ſepplied it with that of Lydia, as 
thinking ĩt a- propos, though it certainly was not 
publiſhed at that period of time which the Lady 
wes of, . 


my 
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my buſineſs to ſuppoſe that I gar 
him any uncafineſs,/ ae n 


You know the ſont 85 le, A, 
at your requeſt, I tranſlated it for you 
The Cantata Hniſhed, we wind! "he 
harpfichord ; and, during the reſt of 
the evening, I chrefully avoided look: 
ing at him, fince I found pity was 
nearly allied to love; neither he, nor], 


were very lively, but we both ftrowe 


to appear ſo, till the clock ſtruck 
twelve, when we took leaye of each 
other, and retired into our apartment 
As ſoon as I found myſelf alone, 
recollected the converſation which had 
paſſed that afternoon, and was pleaſed 
. that Lady Betty had told Mr. 2 ans 
that I was going to be married. 
hoped that this information, joined i 
the reſolution J had formed, of avoid- 
ing ever being left alone with him, 
would ſecure me from any farther pur. 
| ſuits 
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ſvits of his, on the topic of love. My 

heart ſeemed to exult, in thus thinking 
ſelf free from danger; and yer 1 
found an untiſual weight upon my 
ſpirits : I ſighed. involuntarily, and 
felt that 1 was unhappy, without, be- 
ing able to account for. the reaſon of 


- my being ſo; (for I had perſuaded 
"" WH myſelf that I only liked Mr. Williams, 
dot did not love him; the next morn- 
8 ing, however, let me into the ſecret. 
" Ihad ſome partridges, which I was fond 
5 of, and which I kept at the end of the 


garden, in a room which had been 
| formerly a ſummer- houſe, ſituated ſo 
had p 

 K to have a view, on one ſide, of a 
= dead wall, and, on the other, of a 
ſtable · yard; ſuch, I have frequently 
Wh ON was the taſte of our anceſ- 
60. drs, it had been, by the preſent Mi- 
rels of the manſion, converted into 
a tool room for the Gardener, till I 


ſuits put 
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put the partridges into it. I was ſet, 


with a penſive air, upon the on) 
chair in the place, feeding my birds 
when, all of a ſudden, I perceived 
Mr. Williams at my feet; a univerſal 
tremor. ſeized, my nerves, when, ſtart. 
ing from my ſeat, I exclaimed, ** Good 
God, Sir, how came you here? What 
do you mean?“ He held me faſt by 
the hand, and forcibly re- ſeated me in 
the chair, ſaving, ** Pardon me, charm- 
ing Miſs Rutland, if my deſpair offend 
you; I came only to obtain your pity 
or to expite at your feet.“ I inter- 
rupted him with ſome vivacity, telling 
him, That he knew my hand was 
engaged to another, and therefore! 
looked upon this declaration, of his 
love of me, as an inſult done to mj 
honour; and that if he expected me 
to have any farther eſteem. for him, 


he muſt 85 from ever mentioning 
his 
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his paſſion more, which (I added) [ 
wiſhed, for his own ſake, he would 
get the better of, as, I flattered my- 
ſelf, he was convinced, that I had 
too high a ſenſe of both my duty and 
honour, ever to ſwerve from the en- 
gagements I had voluntarily entered 
into with Sir Charles Stanly.” So ſay- 
ing, with an air of reſentment I rofe 
from my chair, He till held me with 


a convulſive graſp ; and, with a voice 


which betrayed the agitation of his 
ſpirits, ſaid, “ Yes, cruel girl, I did 
know that your hand was engaged to 
another, but, till this moment, I was 
not certain that your heart was ſo too.” 
At theſe words I ſighed involuntarily, 
and my eyes, I believe, loſt ſome part 
of their ſeverity : I aſſumed, however, 
courage enough to ſay, ** Sir, I infiſt 
upon your letting me go; I have no 
account to render you of my private 

Vol. I, K ſenti- 
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ſentiments ; Jet it ſuffice; for, you u 
know, that I never can be yours,” 
Upon which I quitted the ſumme: 
houſe abruptly, and, with a pꝛreci 
pitate ſtep, hurried to my on room. 
He did not offer to follow me. lt 
would be impoſſible for me here to 
deſcribe the flutter of ſpirits, and 
confuſion of ideas, this adventure had 
flung me into: I felt a pain at my 
heart, and a difficulty in (breathing 
which almoſt ſuffocated me: 1 dueſ 
not venture to enquire, too:minutely, 
into the cauſe of this amazing pui- 
turbation of my mind: Had I done 
fo, it is highly probable, that | 
ſhould have found it out; but I till 
flattered myſelf in the belief, that 
did not love Mr. Williams. I knew 
pitied him, and that I was ſincerely 
ſorry that I diſliked the man I 


going to marryz but 1 had never 
once 
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once dared” to aſk myſelf, whether 
or nd II did not wiſh that die had 


been deſtined for my huſbanct in- 
ſtead of Sir Charles? This queſtion, 


fairly ſtated, and honeſtly anſwered, 


would have inevitably let me into the 
nature of my diſeaſe. An incident, 
which happened a- day or two after, 
unveiled the myſtery, and fhewed 
me clearly, the real ſituation of my 


heart. — But co return to my ſtory. 


As ſoon, then, as my ſpirits became a 
little calm, I tried to regulate and 
examine into the. multitude of ideas, 
which had ruſhed impetuouſly upon 
my imagination during the ſcene in 
the garden. I aſked myſelf coolly, 
if che having inſpired an agreeable 
young Gentleman with a paſſion for 
me, was in itſelf any. thing very new, or 
extraordinary, and what evil could 
acrue to me from it, ſince I was 

K 2 con- 


132 The Mziorns of 
contracted to another, and had! to. to- 
portunities An Mr.  Williains, 5 
the converſation which occaſioned my 
preſent uneaſineſs? I had no ſooner 
pronounced in my mind (if J may be 
allowed the expreſſion) the word en, 
than I felt a pang at my heart, which, 
in ſpite of the deſire I had to be- 
lieve the contrary, proved to 'me 
where the wound lay, and from 
whence it proceeded: I was ſhocked 
at the diſcovery ; ſo ſhocked, that, 
like a child as I was, I determined 
to leave the event to chance, as [ 
could form no plan for my future 
behaviour, which did not either claſh 
with my duty or inclination, Thus 
delivered up to incident, and the littl 
ſnare of reaſon I had, ſilenced, from 
belief that it was only capable of 
vexing me, and not judicious enough 
\ 10 
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to extticate me out of my perplexities, 
| found, myſelf much, more at my 
eaſe than 15 had | een for ſome time: 
In conſequence of which, [| went down 
to dinner, with an air of gaiety and 
good humour, which, no doubt, 
7 . Mr. Williams and muſt 
have indicated to him, that the ſcene 


. which paſt between us, in the morn- 
0 ing, had not offended me ſo highly, 
1 as | had endeavoured to make him 
1 believe it did, when I quitted the 
l ſummer-houſe. However, though I 
ah had turned off the only pilot which 
d could have ſaved me from ſhipwreck, 
4 yet the natural modeſty and pride 
ure of my ſex, made me behave with 
a great reſerve to our gueſt; for let it 
bu be remarked, that, "though 1 had 


ceſpaired of acting right, I had by 
no means determined to act wrong, 
athough the one 1s the natural con- 

K3 ſequence 
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ſequence of the other; but I did not 
ſee ſo far as that, at the? period] am 
writing of. We had company dised 
with us that day, which made the 
cool reſerve, with which: treated Mr. 
Williams, paſs unobſerved by Lady 
Betty. In the afternoon; as I was 
making tea, Mr. William came to 
the table, and aſked me for 2 lump af 
ſugar, which, as I was giving him, 
he artfully ſlid a paper, folded in 
the form of a letter, into the ſugn 
diſh, and went inſtantly back to hi 
chait; the next diſh of tea J ſent 
him, I put the letter into the ſame 
place, and ſetting it upon the. ter 
board, ſent it him back again, I fav 
his eyes ſparkle with vexation on its 
being thus returned; however, I wa 
Pleaſed. to ſee him take it, con- 
cluding, from thence, that I ſhould 
receive no more billet· dour From 

x 1 him; 
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him; but, to my; great ſurprize, as 
ſoon avthertes things were removed, 
he-roſey and advancing towards the 
fire} drapped; ot rather threw, the let · 
ter into the middle of the floor, near 
where I fat. Lady Betty ſaid, “ Mr. 
Williams, you have let a letter fall out 
of your pocket, I believe.“ To which 

he anſwered; with the moſt perfect in. 
difference, No, Madam, it is none 
of mine. In that inſtant, the fear of 
Lady Betty's reading its contents,” got 
the better of every other conſideratiotiy' 
therefore ſtooped down, and picked 
vp the letter, which lay almoſt at my 
ſeet, ſaying (though not without great 

onfufion,}\ „That I believed it to 

de mine.“ 1-carefully avoided leaving 
e room all the reſt of the evenißg eſt 

Mr. Wiliamsfhould imagine chat [ Rac 
tired to tead it: We played at cufde 


W when the {company 
K 4 left 
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aof her own; then, with a nod, diſmil- 
ſing my maid, ſhe ſaid, ſeating herſelf 
in a chair, Pray, my Dear, What 
was the hiſtory of that paper which 
fell out of Mr. Villiams's pocket ? 
for I cannot think it belonged to you, 
though you ſo readily owned it.“ 
Tour Ladyſhip judged-very right, ( 
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left us, all but our gueſt, who chatted 
- away, with Lady Betty. till n bed-time: 

chen, upon going up ſtaiis, her La. 

duyſhip turned into my room, inſtead 


replied ;) the paper did really belong to 


Mr. Williams; it contained a copy of 
verſes, wrote in praiſe of my (pre- 
tended) beauty; I fancy the Gentk- 
man was affronted that I had returned 


them to him, and therefore flung 


them upon the floor, where I did not 
chuſe they ſhould continue to lay, lelt 


one of the company might pick then 


o and read chem to the reſt; to 


Preven 
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prevent which, 1 owned the paper, 
and, the firſt opportumty I bould find, 
condemned it to the flames .nicady 


Belty ſaid, Thank you, my Dear, 
for clearing this affair to mo; but give 
me leave to tell you, that if you. 
quarrel with every body who tells you 


that they think you handſome, I-am 


afraid you muſt declare war againit 


all the male ſex.“ I bowed to this 
compliment. She then aſked 'me, ** If 
I had any ſuſpicions of Mr. Williams 


being in love with me?“ I anſwered,, 
No, indeed, Madam, how can that 


de? ſince he knows I am almoſt 


married to Sir Charles Stanly.” She 


kiſſed me, and, wiſhing me a good 


night, went into her own apartment. 


cannot help obſerving here, the ve- 


locity with which we tread the paths, 


of Vice, how all her paths are linked, 


and how impetceptibly we 'glide on. 


from 
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that mort ſpace 
the troth twice, and had deceived my 
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from one ſtep to another, in iht peR. 
nicidus road. It was not twelbe HO 


ſinlce J had abandoned Reaſbn, 28 lf. 


infiMeient guide, and delivered myſelf 
up to Incident, and Senſation'y and in 
2 of time, I had injured 


friend; and all this with an n 
confidence, which ſurprized myſelf. 


Thus far embarked in error, 1 "E 
ceeded to look at the letter, with a8 
intention, however, of ſending it back 
to him unopened ; but, when I came 
to examine it, I found it withour'a 
a ſeal z tempted by this circumſtance, 
which "rendered i it impoſſible for Mr. 
Williams to be certain whether I did, 
or did not, read it, I thoughe that, 1 
ſuppoſing I ſhould reſiſt my curioſity 
of looking at ĩts contents, no — 
tages would accrue to me from 
an 80 of prudence ; 'as he might 5 

poſe 
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„ poſe thai contrary. if he choſe it. and 
"F moſt prohably would do ſo, for MARY: 
f obvious vesſons. This decided, I 
if WH read the letter; it began by aſking,,, 
„benden for having ſurprized me, that 
morning. in the ſummer-houſe, ntria 
y buting his. intruſian to the violence of 
F his paſſion, and begging me to girg 


him a quarter of an hour's audicnce.. 
in the ſame place, either the next, qr 
the following day, at twelve at noon ; 
aſſuring me, that if, after having fully 
explained himſelf, I ſhould ill con 

tinue inflexible, he gave me his . 
df honour, that he never more would 
mention the ſubject to me; though the 
WH keeping his promiſe would Probably 
cot him his life. After having read 
bis eloquent epiſtle, 1 concluded, 
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0 be better to meet him, i in order to pur 1 
= 5 to his hopes, chan, by die 
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IAT A A1 til av 
im, leave him to form what, con- 
Jectüre, be pleated! Ups , Wake 
ribs, ith regard toe. pa 
berater us, 1 therefore reſolvell cos 
Thus, with much ſeeming eaſe; L had 
determined to diſcard, for ever, the 
man I loved; I deceived myſelf; tho, 
I: dare ſay, I don't you, my dear Ade- 
laide. The thought of ſeeing. him again 
at my feet, and of hearing him vow an 
evetlaſting love, were the. latent mo- 
tives for my acquieſcence with his 
requeſt; though they were veiled un · 
der the pretext, of taking the-earlieſt 
opportunity of putting an end to an 
affair, which, with honour, I could no 
longer ſuffer the continuance of. he · 0 
ing now perfectly ſatisfied with my tl 
own conduct, I ſlept quietly, and roſe f 
the ſame. I have frequently obſerved, tc 


that when two oppolite ideas, e re 
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intereſting, are impreſt upon the ie min 
at the ſame time, it reſts, as. it we 5 
ſuſpended betwixt them, and 1 
5 feels neither, forcibly; whereas, 
eicher of them ſeparately, might, per- 
haps, be capable of cauſing the mbſt 
violent agitation ; this, I apprehend, 
(having been my ſituation,) was the 
cauſe of the extreme compoſure with 
which I walked towards the ſum- 
mer-houſe, to meet Mr. Williams 
where J found him waiting for me. 
He appeared more calm than he had 
done the day before, and much more 
dejected. He began, by expreſſing his 
ſenſibility of my condeſcenſion, in 
thus having complied with his re- 
queſt; he then deſcanted much upon 
the impoſſibility of a delicate mind's 
finding its felicity in a union of hands, 
which the heart ſubſekibed with 
wreak He ſaid he booked upon 


matri- 
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ytnarrimony to be a very ſolomn ſacted 
ceremony, and that he Was much 
ſurpriabd how any dared to ſwear 
everlaſting love to another, when, 
vat the ſatne time, they knew, in their 
conſciences, that the utmoſt in their 
power to give, was friendſhip and 
eſteem: But (continued he) how 
barbarous! how unjuſt! nay, how 
vaid of ſentiment muſt that perſon 
be, Who, in return for the warmeſt, 
tho tendereſt paſſion, ſhould uſe de. 
ceit, and bring to their enraptured 
lover's arms nothing but a ſmall por- 
tion of eſteem, and an invincible 
fund of cool indifference.” | Here 
he pauſed, and looked full upon me. 
I knew the picture, and trembled 
when I threw my eyes over it; I 
ſighed, and anſwered, By what 
means, Sir, you have read my ſecret 
n ] know not? 1 will not 

. pretend 
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pretend to diſavow the invintibie 
coolneſs of my heart towards Sir 
Charles Stanly; 1 confeſs I could never 
teach it to love him; but it honours, 
values, and eſteems him above all his 
ſex; and 1 hope that duty, reaſon, 
and time, will infpire the reſt: Jam 
convinced, that any woman mult fine 
her felicity in being united to ſo v 
luable a character as his is. My in- 
ſenſibility of his perſonal merit, is 
fatality which I can no way account 
for, and which I would lay down 
my life to conquer. Thus, Sir, 1 
have made my confeffion to you; 
but muſt, at the ſame time, honeſtiy 


declare, that though I cannot forte 


my heart to be in love with the object 

my reaſon admires, yet I really never 

ſaw the man, whom I thought worthy 

to be his rival,” Here I ceaſed. Mr. 

1 lian ſeized my hand, ſaying, 
| Well, 
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„Well, lovely Charlotte, I muſt do 
Juſtice to Sir Charles's merit, hy ac- 
knowledging, that 1 know no man 
who is more worthy of you than he; 
and, though I am doomed to be 
wretched for life, I moſt ſincerely. wiſh 
you happy in each other; but forgive 
me if I doubt of that's being the caſe, 
His exceſs of fondneſs, will ever be 
a reproach to you for your coldneſs, 
whilſt chat coldneſs will be a perpe- 
tua] dagger to his heart. Believe me, 
my dear Miſs Rutland, Love ſeldom 
takes its birth from eſteem; it is too 
reaſoned, too cold a ſentiment, for it 
ever to ſpring from; even Hate is 
more favourable ſoil; and it has been 
ſometimes known to have produced 
its contrary, You may ſuppoſe that 
] argue thus from an intereſted mo- 
tive, but I give you my word of 
honour, that I prefer your happinels 


(0 
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0 m and if, I really, thoughie 


) 

„bar yau would be happy in marrying; 
| Wl Sir-6b4r/erdifhould Had fome.contar 
„Jon from your feliaity; but I ſc 
e Hou falling a facrifice to ſentiments; 
* FI though noble, are yet falla- 
e Ncius, and to which you will infalli- 


© by die a martyr. Vour heart Was 
de formed to love with vivacity; its der 
s, licate ſenſibility will furniſh an ęternal 
e- ¶ ource of miſery, unleſ you are united 
je, io the man you love, with -tendet- 
m ness, and arg keloved by, with rafs- 
oo wre.“ Here he ſighed, and I pers 
it {Wl ccived a tear ſteal from his eye. I 
$a aus moved. He continued); Miſs 
en Ausland, as your felicity is the ar- 
ced erat with of my heart. 1 take, the 
hat ſberty of talking to vou AS a friend; 
no- is a title. J aſpire to beyond. any 
| of {Micirthly. one, excepting that of your 
neſs uſbande 1 beg, therefore, on my 
Vor. I. L knees, 
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knees, that you would honour me 
with your friendſhip z''com mand my 
life, my fortune, they ate both 
yours, and reſt aſſuted, that I will 
neyer more trouble you with a hope 
leſs paſſion, My viſit to Lady u 
has been of a ſufficient length, 
therefore purpoſe leaving this place to- 
marrow, and returning to my friencꝭ 
houſe. I ſhall not quit the count 
kill. yon do, ſo ſhall hope for the . 
pleaſure of ſeeing you frequently in 
that ſpace of time: In town we ſhall 
meet, perhaps, ſometimes ! and if an 
unforeſeen accident ſhould happen 
break off your intended nuptialy 
may I hope, divine Charlatte, ihm 
you will then ſuffer me to make my 
addreſſes to you ?” I replied, *.You 
do me honour, Sir, but yon walk 
impoſſibilities.“ 1 then. ſees c 


by Woe our converſation had al 


. 4 


„. 
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been ofi conſiderable length, and. 
tor that reaſon, propoſed ou teturn · 


but dear, lovely girl, ſay ehat you 


promiſe to confide in me.“ I an- 
ſwered, precipitatelyj, I do — I 
will“ He kifled my hand, aid we 


lud leave of us. 
* Nothing very material happen- 
&d during the reſt of the time 
which" paſt with Lady Betty, ex- 
testing that at two or three balls, 
given! by the neighbouring Gentry, 
Fpegcrally-danced with Mr. I. 
hims," "whoſe attentive, affectionate 
behaviour inereaſed my love of Rim, 
of every hour. He bever men- 
dees his paffton to me, but bis Every 
27 we and aSgöon , ſpoke the exceſt of it. 
| "gi thoughefnr und melancholy, 
_ „ and 


ang to the houſe,” He ſaid, *1 obey ; 


accept:of me as à friend; and as ſuch, 


ſeparated. The next 4 6 
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and the more ſo, as the time ap- 
proached when Lady Nefty way 


carry me homes It came, rande: 
arrived, without any accident, \atmy Wl / 
_uncle's, where I found Sir Carin. : 
He appeared in raptures at the ſigit f 
cf me; I did all 1 could in order 018 
cem glad to fee them; but I fear tt 
1 acted my part very aukwardly. My bi 
heart heaved with inward. anguiſh, of 
and tinctured all my looks and actions ta! 
with an air of melancholy. They, MW m. 
however, attributed this to the concem fr. 


1 felt, on being ſeparated from Lady the 
Betty Ruſſel, who ſtayed with us bu fre 
three days, and then returned to he 
own ſeat in the country. I did, indeed, 
part with her with regret, as ſhe was 
a moſt amiable, ſenſible, worthy 
woman; and had ſhewn a fondnek 
and tenderneſs for me, which claimt( 


my utmoſt Eratoudey: and. reſpect 
Wa 
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We wept reeiprocally on parting, 


and ſhe made Sir Charles promiſe, that 
e Wl the ſummer, following he and I ſhould 
7 Wl ſpend ſume months with; her. Soon 
a. after ſhe: was gone, I went to my 


father's, as did my uncle, aunt, and 
Sir Charles: During our ſtay there, 
the time was ſpent in eyery one's 
buſj ing themſelves. with, and talking 
ih, of, my approaching wedding. My 
on; MW father and mother increaſed the tor- 
e ment this topick gave me, by the 
en ficlt eternally giving me lectures opon 
adr the” duties of a wife, a mother, a 
bur friend, and a miſtreſs; and, the latter, 
by teazing me to death about the 
choice of my cloaths, and the weſt of 
my finery, Sir Charles, it is true, 
behaved with the utmoſt tenderneſs 
and reſpect to me; but I fancied. I 
fa an air of triumph and protection, 
in his countenance, which rendered 

| L 3 him 
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hit deteſtable to ai I t the 
ſame time, harrowed * 
Thus I was — , ka they 
were all too buſy to take any r 
of it. When they perceived that 1 was 
graver than uſual, they attributed 
it to a decent reſerve, which was be⸗ 
coming in my preſent ſituation; and 
miſtook for Modeſty, - what was, 
indeed, Deſpair. Sophie, my dest 
Sophie alone, read my heart; "the 
was now grown a great girl; but 
as my griefs were of a" nature” hb 
to admit of relief, I had never made 
any one my confident. Sophie guelled 
that I. did not love Sir Charles, bat 
_ conjectures went no farther, 
One night, as I was going to-bed, 
| and ſhe was ſitting by me, ſhe ſaid, 
in a, pathetic tone of voice, My 
dear ſiſter, I am much deceived if 


your heart don't ſuffer extremely; 
| ] fee 
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[ ſee you ſtrive to hide it, bur the 
e ye of frietiſhip'is pen is penetrating; I am 

cke that you don't” Ring: 'Sir 
Charts 6 and from thence ſprings 
all your uhealineſs, Alas! (con- 
tinued the, with a deep fgh,) how 
capricious is fortune! Why don't 
you ſee him with my eyes? and then 
you would boch be happy.” I looked 
at. her, and ſaw her face covered with 
bluſhes, and the tear falling on her 
cheek. I inſtantly gueſſed that ſhe 


was in love with him herſelf, but did 


not think it prudent to let her fee [ 
had made ſuch a diſcovery. I there- 


fore anſwered, © Indeed, my dear 


Sophie, I would marry nv man for 
whom I had not the higheſt regard 
and eſteem and as to love, it is à ſen- 
timent which girls c of our age ſhould 
never boaſt of ; I am grave, my Pear. 


Wu mattimony is a very ferigus 


L'4 ſiedject. 
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ſubject, but I am not melancholy,” | 


So ſaying, I pretended: to he ſleepy; 
fhe wiſhed me a good night, and 
went to her own room. When I was 
alone, I reflected, with aſtoniſhment, 
on what I had juſt heard and ſeen; 
4 multitude of new ideas crouded 
upon my imagination, all of which 
contributed to perplex and pain me. 
I aſked myſelf if I was not ſufficiently 
wretched, by being obliged to marry 
a man I did not love, but that, by 
facrificing myſelf, I muſt plunge a 
dagger into rhe breaſt of my ſweet 
Sophie? ** Good God, I exclaimed, 
change Sir Charles's heart! Turn his 
affections on my filter; let them be 
happy, no matter what becomes of 
me!” Thus I tormented myſelf, till, 
overcome by grief and vexation, | 
dropped to fleep. The next day ! 
obſerved Scphie more narrowly, than 

I had 
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1 had hitherto ever done; I- could 


now-*ekfily pereeive the ſenſibility of 
her hett painted in her eyes, when- 
ever ſnhe looked at Sir Charles; her 
attention to all his words and actions: 
In ſhort, her love of him was fo 
viſible, that 1 wondered how I came 
not to have ſeen 1t before; the reaſon 
was, however, obvious, as my in- 
attention to every thing, but my per- 
ſonal diflike of him, blinded me to 
the effects his merit might have upon 
another. I had, without reflection; 
concluded, that as I did not admire 
him, nobody elſe could, 


As the time approached for our going 
to London, Sophie became melancholy ; 
ſhe loſt her appetite, and grew thin: My 
heart bled for her, and I ſometimes re- 
ſolved to break off the maich, though 
I ſhould diſoblige my parents and 
all my family by it, rather- than 

render 
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render. myſelf and ſiſter miſerahle far 
life, by obeying their , commands; 
but, I had not courage enough $0 
undertake, alone, ſo arduous a taſk, 
I wiſhed for Mr, W:ilkams, to counlel 
me in this dilemma, he was, 
a moſt improper. perſon, but then he 
was the only one who knew the real 
ſituation of my heart. 


l muſt have tired you, a as 
Adelaide, by the prolix, circumftantial 
manner, in which J have narrated the 
various ſprings, and incidents, which 
led me to that period of my life, from 
whence I date all the future misfortunes 
of it. Remember, that I am not writing 
a novel, but, on the contrary, truth 
guides my pen, and commands ur 
to lay my boſom bare to the ey uf 
wyfriend, who wiſhes 0. n from 
* want your — indul. 


gence, 
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geber, im erdet to apologize for the 
abfbrcllt) and indiſeretion of a ram 
tion, "Which, 1 fear, admirs' of 16 

excuſe; ©'But;'® not to interrupt the 
thread of my hiſtory any longer; I 
muſt tell you, that the month af 
Ofober was already arrived, and my 
uncle Boldby ſeemed very de ſiròus of 

going to London. I need not inform 
you, I preſume, that his nephew's 
impatience to be there, was his mb - 
tive for being in ſuch a hurry. in 
conſequence, therefore, of his in- 


treaties for the ſpeedy: concluſion of 


our marriage, my father fixed the 
week following for our departure 
from ire. He had hired. a ready 
ſurniſhed houſe for himſelf and fa - 
mily, in Meſtminſttr. It was agreed; 
that I ſhould be at my aneleis, as 
uſual, tilhßh I. was married; On che 
e we ſat out, Mr. and 
Mrs. 
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Mrs. Bolaly, Sir Charles, and myſelf, 
in their coach; my father, mother, 
Sephie, and my mother's maid; in my 
father's coach; and my aunt's and 
mine, with two other female ſervants, 
in Sir-Charles's,-- On our arrival at 
London we parted for that night; my 
father went to Meſtminſter, and we to 
Mr. Boldby's. The next morning 1 
roſe early, and went to my father's, 
in order to enquire how they. all did 
after their journey; when, in croſſing 
the Park, it was my ill fate to meet 
with Mr, Williams: he was walking a 
ſlow pace, with his arms folded, and 
his eyes fixed on the ground; he 
did not perceive 'me till I was cloſe 
to him; when, raiſing his eyes, he 
ſeemed to be vaſtly ſurprized, as well 
pleaſed, at meeting me thus unex 
pectedly. I - was aſtoniſhed, to fee 
him fo altered; he Jooked pale, thin, 


and 
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and dejected ? I could not help telling 
him, that A thought be was much 
changed, and J aſked: bim, “If he 
had not been well?“ He replied, 
« That he had never known either 
peace or health ſince 1 left Lady 
Betty's; and added, with a ſigh, that 
he thanked God, his ſorrows would; 
probably, be f..on at an end, as he 
was ſenſible that his health declined 
daily, and, conſequently, would ſoon 
lead him to prace in the grave.“ 1 
was ſenſibly affected, both by his 
figure and converſation; and an- 
Twered him, “ That I hoped he was 
a falſe Prophet; adding, that 1 
begged he would live for my ſake, 
as he was the only friend I had, in 
whom 1 could confide, and that 1 
had much to ſay to him, and wanted 
his advice.” Without waiting for his 
anſwer, I. told him where I was going, 
and 
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and that I ſhould return ihrough the 
Hart, in leſs than an hour, bott, 
if he would ſtay for meg I Would 
rejoin him, and renew our con verſa- 
tion. . He: bowed aſſent, and I went 
on to my father's. On my return 
from my parents, whom I found 
well, and in high ſpirits, eſpecially my 
mother, - who was delighted to be in 
Landon, I met Mr. Williams on the 
very ſpot I had left him. I imme- 
diately began to relate to him every 
thing which had paſſed ſince our ſe- 
paration. I expoſed the real ſitua- 
tion of my heart with regard to Sit 
Charles, and then begged him to ad- 
viſe me, as a friend, how to act. He 
liſtened to me with great attention; 
and then faid, -** He was perfectly con. 
vinced, that it would be impoſſible 
for me ever to be happy if I married 
Sir Charles, and that there was no 


way 
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way of avoiding" it, but by making 
another .1choicez that ſuch a ep 
would undoubtedly make a great 
noiſe at the firſt, but that upon re- 
flection, and a thorough information 
of all the particulars, (which had led 
me to the taking of it) he was per- 
ſuaded, that it would be impoſſible 
that any reaſonable being ſhould 
contemn me; nay, that Sir Charles 
himſelf, as being a man of ſenſe, 
would, in time, be brought to own, 
that it would have been more unge- 
nerous in me to have given my 
hand, unaccompanied by my heart, 
than to deprive him of them both, 
in order to make myſelf happy, as 
well as to prevent his being miſera- 
ble.“ He then told me, That he 


vas heir to five thouſand pounds a 


year; that he was an only child; 
he conſeſſect that his father was cb< 
FEY; vetous 3 
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vetous; yet, when the thing is done, 
I am perſuaded he will on be re- 
conciled; and as to my mother, ſhe 
will he happy, I know, in ſeeing me 
io, Come then, my beloved Charlotie, 
take ycur reſolution, I am ready to 
run all riſques with you, and if you 
have the ſmaileſt ſpark of affection 
tor me, you will not helitate to follow 
my example, Conlent, my amiable 
girl, to make me the happieſt of my 
tex, and it ſhall be the ſtudy of my 
future life, to make you the con- 
tentedeſt of yours. I ſtarted at this 


| propoſal, and replied, © I never can 


reſolye to run away from my parents, 
though I foreſee that it. is the only 


pf y for the evils which threaten 


me; if I could get their conſent, 1 
would give my hand to you, ſooner 
than to any other man in the uni- 
verſe; but that can never be, nor 

* dur 
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dutſt T even aſk i it of them: ; ſo ceaſe 
do preſs me upon a ſubject, to which 
J can never conſent,” He continu · 


ed, however, to uſe every argument 


his imagination could ſuggeſt, im order 
to ſhew me the neceſſity there was for 
following his advice, till, in ſhort, it 
was high time for-me to return home. 
1 took his direction down in my 


pocket · book, and promiſed him, that 


he ſhould hear from me on any emer- 
gency. He replied, J hope the 
firſt letter you honour me with, will 
contain a permiſſion to lead you to 
May-fair.” I ſhook my head, and 
bid him adieu. 


On my return to my uncle's, 1 
found him, and Sir Charles, in the 
parlour, with two lawyers; on ſight 
of them, I was going to retire, when 
Mr. Balaly called me back, ' ſaying, 
** You, my Dear, are fo principal a 


Vol. I. M party 
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party in the affairs now before us, 
that your preſence is even neceſſary ; 
fo fit down, and hear your marriage 
ſettlements read.” 1 was obliged to 
obey ; but, good God ! what a jar- 
gon is that which the lawyers uſe! 
how indelicate! how tedious! I was 
ready to expire with confuſion and 
ennyie before they had read them 
half through. No ſooner was this 
icene over, than I was told, there was 
a jeweller come to receive my orders, 
how I would have Sir Charles's late 
mother's jewels ſet ; he had likewiſe 
brought ſome very handſome ones, 
which my lover had beſpoke of him, 
and which he now, with an air of in- 
effable tenderneſs, preſented me with, 
] was obliged to accept them, though 
I did fo with the moſt. viſible relue- 


tance, He perceived it, and ſaid, 


«My angel, I am fenſible that your 
} beauty 
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beauty will receive no addition from 
theſe ornaments; they will borrow 
their luſtre from it; but we muſt, you 
know, conform to cuſtom ; and I 
ſincerely wiſh, they were more worthy 
of your acceptance.” I replied, 
„They are vaſtly more fo, Sit 
Charles, than I either deſire, or de- 
ſerve; and I am infinitely obliged to 
you for them.” Ah! Charlotte,” 
he exclaimed, *-how coldly was that 
aid! IT ſhould think the world, if I 
was maſter of it, too little to Jay at 
your feet; the poſſeſſion of you, is 
above all price : But I own to you, 
Charlotte, thar, lovely and beloved as 
you are, yet I ſhould be the moſt mi- 
ſerable wretch on earth; though your 
huſband, if I did not, with your hand, 
receive that invaluable treaſure, your 
heart,” Here my aunt approached 
us, and interrupted our converſation, - 

M 2 which, 


164 The MEtMores of 


which, however, funk deep into my 


mind. I ſaw by it, that, even in cha- 
rity to Sir Charles, as well as to my- 
ſelf, I ought not to marry him. This 


reflection confirmed me in the neceſ- 


ſity there was for running away with 
Mr. Villiams: I had much rather 
not have been married, at that time, 
to either of them; but I wanted 3 
protector, to ſtand between me, and 
my enraged relations. This point 
ſettled, the next thing was, to conſider 
of the means how to get away unob- 
ſerved. My father was to buy my 
wedding garments, ſo I determined to 
ſtay till they were made, that, at leaſt, 
I might not be obliged to my huſband 
for cloathing 'me. I found, that 1 
- ſhould never be able to execute this 
important ſcheme, without a confidant 
agd aſſiſtant ; for this purpoſe; none 
were {9 proper as either my ſiſter, or 

my 
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my own maid; I choſe the former, 
and, in ſo doing, I judged wiſtly'; for 
of all weakneffes, there is none greater 
than that of putting one's ſelf into the 
power of a ſervant; the narrowneſs 


of their education confines their minds, 
and that of their citcumſtances cor- 


rupts their manners; for" which” rea- 


ſons, the moment: they are truſted, 
they never fail of becom ingour thramts; 
and moſt commonly betray us; nay, 
always, if it is their intereſt ſo to do. 

I took” at opportunity, one even - 
ing, when Sophie and I were alone, 
to inveigh bitterly againſt the cruelty 
of my fate, which compelled me to 
marry a man whom I could not love, 
and for whom I had even af averſion 
aa huſpand. Indeed, Sophie; ſaid 
I Jam ſometimes tempted to rut 
way; rather than t6 pretipitate my- 
| — SH | Sir 
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Sir Charles.“ She anſwered me, with 
the tears ſtreaming down cher cheeks, 
„My dear ſiſter, I would lay down 
my. life to ſerve: you, but I - ſee no 
means of extricating yourſelf out of 
your preſent difficulties ; the affair is 
too far advanced; unleſs, indeed, 
you was to run away, and that is a 
dreadful expedient: However, com- 
mand me; if I can contribute to your 
relief, nothing is impoſſible to my 
friendſhip.” I took her in my arms, 
and thanked her with an ecſtacy of 
gratitude : I then laid open to her the 
ſcheme I had formed, of quitting my 
uncle's houſe : I begged ſhe- would 
conſent to go along with me, at leaſt 
for a few days. She ſtarted at this 
propoſition ; but, after a ſhort pauſe, 
ſhe ſaid, Yes, Charlotte, I will ſhare 
your fate with you, be it what it 


may z but how ſhall we get our cloaths 
| out 
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out of the houſes? and where to?” 
] am not at a loſs,” I replied, for 
a place to convey them to; but how 
to get them from hence, I own puzzles 
me.” - Sophre ſaid, ** We muſt. truſt 
the mantua-maker, who is going con- 
tmually backwards and forwards with 
bundles, and therefore will not be 
ſuſpected. I begged of her to go to 
the woman the next day, and to ſound 
her a little, and ſee if ſne might be 
bribed; ſhe did fo, and found her 
willing. Sophie and I now began ſe- 
nouſly to ſettle our plan of operation. 
Sophie aſked me, Where we were 
to go to?” 1 told her, * That I 
would inform her on that head in 
time; but begged her to reſt aſſured, 
that I would do nothing which might 
either injure her reputation, or my 
own.” She replied, © That ſhe was 
perfectly convinced of it, and there- 

M 4 fore 
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fore, ſhould trouble me with. no more 
queſtions.” That night, I wrote 2 
letter to Mr. M illiam, informing, 
him, that I/ deſired he. would take 
a. lodging for us 4 and alſo, that he 
would ſend. his ſervant to Mrs. Shapes, 
the: mantua-maker, for fome bundles, 
which ſhe wonld deliver to. him, and: 
which: I would have immediately con- 
veyed- to our deſtined lodgings : L 
added, -that unleſs ſome unforeſeen 
accident happened to prevent me, I 
. on that day ſe nnight, be⸗ 
ing, at, ten o'clock in the morning, 
in, the Park, near Backingham-houſe,, 
where I ſhould expect to meet him, 
and deſired a coach might be ready to- 
carry us immediately to May- fair; 
and that he would engage ſome friend 
of his, in whom he could confide, to 
be of the party, in order to give me 
away, as well as to be a witneſs of 
our 
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our marriage. This extraordinary 
letter my lover was prepared for re- 
ceiving: by many preceding ones, 
which. had paſſed between us, ſinee 
our meeting in the Part, as well as 
from ſome ſhort converfations which 
we had contrived to have together, as 
different times. After having ſent- 
the above letter to the poſt, I ſer a- 
bout packing up my cloaths in ſmall 
parcels, which were conveyed away 
by degrees, with eaſe enough, as: the 
mantua-maker found many. pretences · 
for ſending her girls to me, and for 
frequently coming herſelf; the ſer» 
vints were fo accuſtomed to ſee tham 
paſs backwards and. forwards, that. 
they never took notice of them; and 
my uncle and aunt's dreſſing-· rooms 
booked into the Park, ſo they knew 
nothing of what was doing in the 
front of the houſe, Sophie gos 
hen 
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her things away pretty much in 
the ſame manner. I muſt, how- 
ever, deſire you to remark, that I left 


the jewels, trinkets, &c. which Sir 


Charles had given me, ſealed up, and di- 
rected to him, in a drawer in my room, 


On the day appointed for our 


flight, Sophie, as had been agreed 
betwixt us, came early in the morn- 
ing to my uncle's, and ſaid, on en- 
tering my room, I am come, 


Charlotte, to fetch you to ſpend the 


day at my father's : You promiſed us 
one day before you married, and we 
have fixed upon this.” I anſwered, 
It was very well, I conſented with 
all my heart :” Then turning to my 
maid, I ſaid, ** Fanny, do you make 
my reſpectful compliments to my 
uncle and aunt, tell them where I am 
gone, and beg they won't expect me 
till after ſupper; and if Sir Charles 

; : aſks 
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aſks for me, tell him, I requeſt that 
he would not follow .me. Sophie 
had told my father and mother, that 
ſhe was coming to ſpend the day 
with me at my uncle's, and begged 
they would not come to interrupt us. 
They promiſed to comply with her 
requeſt the more readily, as it would, 
probably, be_ the laſt day that we 
ſhould ſpend together, before I was 
metamorphoſed into my Lady Stanly. 
Thus the old folks ſeemed pretty 
ſecure from ſuſpecting our elopement 
till evening. Every thing now being 
intirely ſettled, with an aching heart 
and an unſteady ſtep, I leant upon 
Sophie's arm, and ſet out for the 
Park. As my father's houſe was with- - 
in the length of a ſtreet of my 
uncle's, my ſiſter and I ſeldom took 
a ſervant with us, unleſs in the even- 
ing, which made our going out 

; alone 
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alone that morning appear no way 
extraordinary, When we arrived in 
the Part, we found Mr. Williams 
waiting for us, as alſo à young Gen- 
tleman, of an agreeable appearance, 
whom I did not know. I never ſaw 
joy and ſatisfaction ſo ſtrongly painted 
in à countenance as they were in 
that of my lover's; he ſeemed loſt in 
tranſport, and, in a moment, hurried 


us into a coach, which waited for us, 


and away we drove to May fair, 
where, tremulous, pale, and dejected, 


T. pronounced that fatal Yes, which 


binds us for life. I took a certificate 
of my marriage, ſigned by all the 
parties, and then the coach was or- 
dered to carry us to our lodgings; 
which were genteely and pleaſantly 
fituated. Sophir's aſtoniſhment can- 


not be deſcribed, when ſhe: found that 
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mne had never either ſeen or heat 


mentioned; ſhe pulled me by the 
ſleeve, as the Parſon was going to 


begin the ceremony, and whiſpered 


in my ear, Dear ſiſter, has''he a 
fortune to maintain you? Do you 
know him well ?” I anſwered, «© My 
good girl, ſet your heart at eaſe, I 
know what I am about.” Alas, 1 
thought I did! But how wide was 
from the mark! We breakfaſted at 
our lodgings, after which Mr. William: 
propoſed our going to dine at Rich- 


mond, and returning in the evening: 


This I found had been a ſcheme con- 
certed between him and his friend; 
for upon looking out of the window, 
I ſaw a handſome coach and ſix at 
the door, with two livery ſervants on 
horſeback. Mr. Wilkams told me, 
That it was his friend's equipage, 
who had been ſo obliging as to offer 

| me 
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. me the uſe of it till 1 got one of my 
own.” I bowed, and expreſſed my 


thanks to the, Gentleman for his 


civility. We then all got into the 
coach : Our beaus tried every means 
to make this little excurſion agree- 
able ro us, by the moſt lively and en- 
tertaining converſation z they had 
really, both of them, a great ſhare 
of wit and humour; Sophie often 


laughed heartily; but my ſpirits were 


too much agitated to ſuffer me to 
partake of their mirth. The atten- 
tive manner in which Mr. William, 
carefully avoided ſaying any thing 


which, even in the moſt diſtant 


manner, could wound my delicacy, 
endeared him ro me, I think I never 
ſaw any body ſo handſome as he ap- 
peared to me to be that day; it will 


not be matt Ib if I here beg 


leave 
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kave to introduce his perſon to your 
acquaintance. 


He was five feet ten inches high, 
perfectly well made, and exquiſitely | 
genteel, (as I believe I have already 
ſaid ;) his eyes were large and almoſt 
black; his hair and eye - brows of the 
darkeſt ſhade in brown, the latter 
arched, as if drawn by a pencil; his 
noſe well made, and a little aquiline; 
his mouth remarkably handſome, with 
the fineſt ſet of teeth I ever ſaw; his 
complexion, was a clear brown, with 
a florid colour 'in his cheeks ; the 
ſhape of his face was oval; his ſmile 
was inexpreſſibly ſweet ; but when he 
laughed heartily, I always . the 
looked filly. 


Before we left Richmond I called 
for pen, ink, and paper, thinking 
it neceſſary to write a line to my 

uncle 
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uncle and aunt, in order to prevent 
their imagining that ſome terrible 
accident had happened to us, .upon my 
not returning home in the evening: 
1 begged my ſiſter would do the 
Tame to my father : In which letters 
we only deſired them not to be 
uneaſy on our account, aſſuring them 
that we were both well and ſafe; 
adding, that the next day they ſhould 


hear farther from us, when they 


ſhould be informed of the reaſons 
which had induced us to abſent our- 
ſelves from them. | Theſe notes, on 
our return to town, we ſent by two 
common porters, hired by a ſer- 
vant, a mile from our lodgings, who 
could give no account from whom, 
or whence, he brought them. The 
next morning, I fat myſelf ſeriouſſ 
down to make my apology, and 
* * my cauſe, to my father, 

mother, 
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mother, uncle, aunt, * and poor Sir 
Charles, for whom my heart bled: 
To my parents I only ſaid. That, 
as in the marriage they had propoſed 
for me, I preſumed they could only 
have had in view my happineſs, it 
was now compleat, from my having 
married the only man on earth who 
could have made me ſo; that an 
invincible averſion to Sir Charles 
Stanly, as a huſband, had compelled 
me to take this irregular ſtep ; that 
nothing leſs than the certainty of being 
miſerable for life, could have made me 
diſobey them; that I would have flung 
myſelf at their feet, to have implored 
their pity z but that, from a thorough 
knowledge of my father's ſteadineſs, 
in whatever he had once projected, as 
well as from a converſation I had had 
with him upon the ſubject, I judged 
him implacable on that head; and, 
Vor. I. N there- 
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therefore, againſt my inclination, ] 
had been forced to fling myſelf into 
the arms of Mr. Williams, who had 
long loved me, and who was a Gen- 
tleman of worth and fortune: I aſ- 
ſured them, that Sophie was in no 
manner acceſſary to my marriage, 
which I proved, by narrating faith- 
fully all that had paſſed between her 
and me, before our elopement : I then 


implored their forgiveneſs, and hum- 


bly intreated their permiſſion, for my 
huſband and ſelf to throw ourſelves at 
their feet, to receive their bleſſing.” 
This letter was directed to my father, 
but addreſſed to all the family. 


My next taſk was, to write to Sir 
Charles. I related to him faithfully the 
ſtruggles I had had with myſelf on his 
account. I told him, © that, in friend- 
ſhip, nay, injuſtice to his merit, I could 
not give him my hand without my heart, 

as 
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as he had declared, that, by ſo doing, 
I hould make him the moſt miſera- 
ble of men: I ſaid every thing that 
eſteem, and the higheſt ſenſibility of 
bis worth, could dictate : I implored 
his forgiveneſs, and even ventured to 
ak his friendſhip and piry : I intreated 
him rather to try to alleviate, than ir- 
ritate, my relations anger againſt me. 
then hinted, that the violent paſſion 
a friend of mine had conceived for 
him, had greatly contributed to my 
taking the reſolution of running a- 
way, I ended, with the ſtrongeſt 
aſſurances of my everlaſting eſteem, 
and admiration of his virtues.” 


This difficult taſk over, I ſent the let- 
ters by my ſervant, with orders to in- 
form them, if aſked, where we lived, 
expected, that the firſt mark they 
would give me of their diſpleaſure, 
would be, the taking Sephie from 
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me; and ſo they did, the next day, 
to my inexpreſſible grief. 


My huſband, I found, had been 
writing to his parents, but I did not 


fee his letters: This hurry over, [ 


looked at Mr. Villiams, and, in that 
moment, a thouſand dreadful ideas 
ruſhed into my mind, which had ne- 
.ver preſented themſelves to my ima- 


gination before, and I burſt into a 


flood of tears; he flew to me, and, 
with the utmoſt tenderneſs, preſſing 
me to his boſom, ſaid, ** My dear, 
my lovely wife, from whence can 
flow - theſe tears? Have I been ſo 
wretched as to have cauſed them, by 
inadvertently offending you?“ No, 
no, my dear Mr. Williams, I replied, 
you are every thing my heart can 
wiſh, but I fear we have ruined one 
another; if our friends are not te- 


conciled, what is to become of us?” 
66 My 
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« My angel, (ſaid he,) why foreſee 
misfortunes which may never hap- 
pen? I will anſwer for my parents; 
they have but to ſee my Charlotte, and 
they muſt, own, ſhe was irreſiſtible. 
Come, take courage, my dear girl, 
your fears are imaginary ; I know 
my father, and am ſure he will, after 
a few formalities, be reconciled.” 
This aſſurance calmed my fears a lit- 
tle, yet, ſtill, my heart heaved with 
terror and doubt. The next morn- 
ing brought an abſolute order for So- 
phie to return home immediately, and 
a defence to me, ever, to approach my 
parents more, as they diſclaimed any 
kindred with ſo infamous a girl, 
Theſe were their words, wrote upon 
a card, by my father. My aunt's 
was a letter, and couched in civiler 
terms, though much to the ſame ef- 


fe, only ſhe added, that my puniſh- 
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ment, ſhe was afraid, would, in the 
end, be even more than. adequate to 
my crime; for ſhe knew "ihe man I 
had married, and that he was a li- 
bertine, and vaſtly in debt; but his 
fine figure, and artful tongue, had, 
(ſhe ſuppoſed) turned my brain; ſhe 
ꝑitied me; but ſaid, I had made 
my own bed, and muſt now lay in 
it with as much eaſe as I could; that, 
for her part, ſhe was reſolved never to 
fee me more.” Thus abandoned by 
all-my friends, my huſband was the 
only ſupport I had now in life, and 
he, my aunt ſaid, was a libertine, 
« Good God! I exclaimed, (in my 
own mind) if that's true, what a-wretch 
am I! He read theſe letters, and, 
when he came to that part of my 
aunt's, which ſpoke ſo diſreſpecttully 
of himſelf, he ſmiled, and, taking 
hold of my hand, ſaid, . My dear 

 _ Char- 
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Charlotte, I fancy Mrs. Belaiy has 
forgot the old adage, That a reformed 
rake makes the beſt tuſband : and, as 
to my debts, (if I have any) they are 
my father's affair, not mine; he is 
my - ſteward, and, by that means, 
ſaves me the trouble of paying my 


bills myſelf. ” The light manner 


with which Mr. Williams treated theſe 
two important charges laid againſt 
him, both ſurprized and grieved me. 
I was abſorbed in a chain of the moſt 
diſagreeable reflections, when a ſer- 
vant brought me a letter, which I 


knew, from the {uperſcription, to be 


from Sir Charles Stanly. He began, 
by inveighing againſt the cruelty of 
his deſtiny, in not having endowed 
him with merit ſufficient to have en- 


.gaged my affections : He aſſured me, 
that my happineſs was the moſt 
ardent wiſh of his heart, and that, if 
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J have really found it, in my union 
with Mr. Williams, he cannot be ab- 
ſolutely wretched; that the loſs of 
me, he knows to be irreparable, and, 
therefore, his future life muſt be a 
blank; he hopes, however, from time, 
and a thorough conviction of my fe- 
licity's being permanent, to become 
more reconciled to the ſeverity of his 
fate; he adds, that he ſhall ſet out 


on a tour through Europe, in a fer 


days; and ends, with aſſuring me, 
of his everlaſting reſpect and eſteem.“ 
In a poſtſcript, he ſays, That he 
mall, in obedience to my commands, 
wait upon my friends, and uſe his 
utmoſt endeavours to prevail on them 
to ſee me; but, ſhould he be ſo un- 
happy as not to ſucceed, he begs I 
would not attribute his ill ſucceſs to 
his want of zeal in my ſervice ; then, 
vith a thouſand wiſhes, and prayers, for 
my 
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Jy my future happineſs, he bids me adieu.“ 
) L. was prodigiouſly affected ar 
ff the generous manner in which Sir 
, Charles acted on this occaſion; had he 
a upbraided 'me with -my deceit-and in- 


gratitude, I believe I ſhould not have 
been ſenſible to his reproaches; but 
the calm, noble dignity, with which 
his letter was wrote, made him riſe 
in my eſteem, as I ſunk in my own; 
and I never remember having ſeen 
myſelf in a more humiliating point 
of view, than I did, upon drawing 
a parallel between him and myſelf, - I 
gave Mr. Williams the letter; he read 
it; then, throwing it careleſly upon 
the table, ſaid, ** Sir Charles is a no- 
ble fellow, and I wiſh him a good 
journey, with all my heart.” 


The hurry of a ſcene ſo new, and 
ſo embarraſſing as that which I had 


been in ever ſince my marriage, had 
ſcarcely 


. 
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ſcarcely left me a moment for reflec. 
tion; but the firſt time Mr. William 
took his hat, and ſaid he would 
g0 to the Coffee · houſe for half an 
hour, gave me to myſelf, What a 
chaos of remorſe, trouble, and vex- 
ation, preſented itſelf to my view ; l 
trembled at the proſpect, and, ance 
more, called Reaſon to my aid; ſhe 
came, but to upbraid me for having 


diſcarded her at Lady Betty Rufſe!'s, 


from which fatal moment, ſhe con- 


vinced me, that I had gone ſtraight 
on, in the paths of Error, which lead 
infallibly to Misfortune. The hint 
my aunt had given me, of my hul- 
band's character, made me carefully 
examine his every word and aftion. 
I ſoon found his education to have 
been that of a modern fine Gentle- 
man, differing, however, from mot 
of them in this, that he really was a 

| good 
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good ſcholar, and had many accom- 
pliſhments .z he drew remarkably - 
well, and played upon the harpſi- 
chord as well as any body could do, 
who did not make it the occupation 
of their lives; he ſpoke [talian and 
French fluently, and was, in every re- 
ſpect, what the world calls, an ac- 
compliſhed Gentleman : He would 
undoubtedly have been alſo a valua- 
ble member of ſociety, had he not 
been ſpoiled by the falſe maxims of 
the company he kept. Young as I 
was, I had been taught early to think, 
as I have already ſhewn, in the for- 
mer part of my ftory ; I therefore 
ſoon perceived the danger of being 
united to a man, who had no fixed 
principles, but a few romantic ones, 
which were quite foreign .to domeſ- 
tic happineſs ; ſuch as, a high ſenſe 
of honour, which was confined to 

the 
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the paying, with the utmoſt exactneſß, 
his play-debts; as alſs, a thorough 
conviction of the neceſſity of drawing 
his ſword, whenever called upon {6 
to do, without examining either by 
whom, or for. what. He valued 
himſelf upon underſtanding the chan- 
ces at White's, as well as any man 
there, and boaſted, that he had ne- 
ver been taken in, but once, at New- 
market. He never ſpoilt company 
by flinching, (as he called it) though he 
did not love drinking; or ever ob- 
jected to a girl, if ſhe was introduced 
where he was. This was his catechiſm. 
Whilſt I was abſorbed, in thus de- 
fining my huſband's character, a ſer- 
vant opehed my dreſſing-roomi door, 
and ſaid, ** Madam, here is a Lady 
deſires to ſpeak with you.“ I an- 
ſwered, © Shew her up.“ He did 
ſo; and, to my great ſurprize, intro- 
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duced to me a tall, ill - looking wo- 
man, whom, in my life, I had never 
ſeen before; ſhe had good cloaths on, 
but, as I thought, ſtrangely fancied, 
and as oddly put on. I aſked her, 
If ſhe had any buſineſs with me ?” 

She anſwered, ſeating herſelf, ** Yes, 
Miſs, I am come to talk with you 
upon an affair of conſequence.” The 
word Miſs, did not ſhock-my ear in the 

leaſt, as I had ſo lately caſt it off, that 
I hardly perceived the impropriety 
of it. She continued, You are to 
know, Miſs, that before Mr, Willi- 
ams took you, he kept Fanny Fetch, 
(but, 1 ſuppoſe, you know that well 
enough.) Now, you are to know, 
that he has left this poor creature, 
without paying her lodgings, or giv- 
ing her a farthing; all her cloaths 
are in pawn, and ſhe muſt go into 
limbo, if he do not relieve her. 
Now, 


, 
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Now, to be ſure, Miſs,, you are not 
obliged to do any thing for her; but, 
I would have you conſider, that it 
may be your own caſe, in a fhort 
time; for, I muſt tell you, that your 
- ſpark is not famous for his conſtan- 
cy; and, though you are very pretty, 
yet I have recommended ſome girls, 
as pretty as yourſelf, to him, and, poor 


things, Ido not know what is become of 


them.“ During this converſation, the 
blood had ſeveral times alternately 
flown from my face to my heart; 
and the perturbation of my mind 
was ſo great, that it was with the 
utmoſt difficulty I collected my ſpirits 
to anſwer the woman; which I did, 
however, at laſt, in the following 
words: „ do not think, Madam, 
that you mean to inſult me, but will 
ſuppoſe that your pteſent treatment of 
me, proceeds from your ignorance of 
n my 
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my being Mr. Williams's wife.” She 
interrupted me, ſmiling, ** Yes, yes, 
my Dear, (ſays ſhe) I dare ſay you 
are; as all young Ladies call them- 
ſelves the wives of their firſt keeper.” 
This anſwer fired me, and brought a 
bluſh of indignation into my checks, 
| replied, ** Unhappy woman, you 
have lived abſorbed in vice fo long, 
that you even don't know virtue, 
though ſhe ſtands before your eyes; 
I will, however, condeſcend to un- 
deceive you, by informing you, that 
I am, the daughter of Mr. Rutland, 
Member of Parliament for the county 
of ——, and that I was married laſt . 
week to Mr, Villiams, at May-fair 
Chapel, where you may, if you chuſe 
it, find the marriage regiſtered, Jn 
the mean time, I pity, from my 
heart, the unfortunate girl whom you 
recommend to my charity ; give me 
her 
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All I can ſpare at preſent';” \ 
1 am reconciled to my friebds, oo 
I added with a ſigh)” 1 hope will be 
ſoon, if ſhe deſerves it, from ber 
future good conduct, I will ſecure 
her from want the reſt of her days,” 
Here I ended, and a tear involun- 
carily dropped from my eye. The 
: 

woman was by this time convinced of 
Her miſtake, and began to make 
ſome auk ward excuſes for ber ill 
behaviour. I aſſured her, there was 
no occaſion for them, and that I was 
not in the leaſt affronted. She ex- 
preſſed a high ſenſe of my good. 
eſs and benevolence, and, with 
much more reſpect than ſhe had en- 
tered ir, left the room. A few mi- 
nutes after ſhe was gone, Mr. William, 


advanced towards me; and wiſhed 
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came home, and brought with him a 
Gentleman hom 1 did not know. 
On 


g him to me, he faid, 
« This — my Dear, is an 
intimate acquaintance of my father's ; 
he has the goodneſs to offer payers | 
as a mediator betwixt him and me.“ 
Mr. Smith, for that was his natme, 


me joy. I expreſſed to him the ſenſi- 
bility 1 had of his benevolence, and 
my gratitude for his kind intention to 
ſerve us, and, with a forced ſmile, 
(for my heart was ready to burſt) I 
added, * By ſo good an act, Sir, 
you will inſure to yourſelf the king- 
dom of Heaven, for you know it is 
promiſed to the peace- makers, He 
anſwered me very politely, hat 
he deſired no greater reward than that 
of contributing to my happineſs: 
But indeed, Madam, (continued he) 1 
. 1. 0 appre- 
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apprehend that 1 ſhall have very lisle 
mexit in this affair, for 1 fortſes chat 
the old folks, inſtead of being ang 
at their ſon's choice, will think it the 
- viſeſt action of his life, when, they 

come to know you.“ I bowed to 
this compliment, and he went on. 
But, Madam, is there no means of 
bringing your friends to a right way 
of thinking? I apprehend there lays 
the hardeſt taſk, I know your uncle 
Boldby. intimately well; and when J 
have done with your' old Gentry, 
(ſaid he, looking at my- huſband,) 
I will, with that Lady's permiſſion, at- 
cack him.“ I replied, That words 
yere but weak interpreters of a feeling 
heart, and that I could find none to 
expreſs my ſenſibility of his extreme, 
goodneſs.” Mr. Smith changed ghe 
diſcourſe, and Mr, Williams obſerved, 
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Þ told him, +6 Tbe preceding con- 
verſation' had made me thoughtful, 
bug thar 1 would endeavour to be 
mote chearful.“ He replied, ©* F beg 
you would, Charlotte, for the leaſt 
gloom on that lovely face of your's' 
makes me miſerable,” After dinner 
the two Gentlemen got into a ſerious. 
conſultation upon the manner in 
which they were to bring old Mer 
Williams to ſee us; I took this oppor 
runicy. of leaving them, and retirech 
into my dreſſing- room, in order 9 
determine with myſelf, how ſhould! 
act, with regard to the ſcene” which 
had paſt between me, and that ſtrange 
woman, in the morning; I thought 
ir would be indelicate- to: mentiomit 
to my huſband, as well as injudi- 
cious, becauſe we feldom forgive, 
and nevet love a perſon, who ſthews' 
us vurſelves' in a ': diſadvantageous 
ne O : light. 
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light, I deſire, Adelaide,, 8 
take notice, that this obſervatign 


was made at the period of time 1 
am now writing of; experience has 
fince taught me, that though it may 
be found juſt in many inſtances, 
yet it is by no means always ſo; there 


are minds who are virtuous enough 


to bear reproof, and magnanimous 
enough, not only to own their errors, 


but to love the perſon, whoſe friendly | 


zeal ventures to hold the mirror of 
' truth up to their mind, at the riſque 
of being hated for their officioul- 
neſs ; ſuch exalted virtue as this, was 
not to be found, at that time, in my 
own breaſt, and, conſequently, I 
concluded, that it did not exiſt , I 
therefore could only reaſon from what 
J felt, and what I knew, -— Pardon 
this digrefſion. — After a long de- 


bate with myſelf, how 1 ought to 
act 


1 » "TRIPS — . « 8 aa 


Mrs. WILLIAMS, 197 


act in this affair, I FRA not to 
mention à word of it to Mr. Willi- 
ams, in the hopes of making him be- 
come virtuous, by perſuading” him, 


that I was convinced he was already 


ſo; this decided, I returned to the 
Gentlemen. | 


The next morning, I received a 
letter from Sophie, brought to me 
by my maid Fanny, who, I had 
deſired, might be ſent to me. NM 
ſiſter tells me, ** That my mother ir- 
ritates my father exceſſively, by fay- 
ing, that my ill conduct was the 
nacural conſequence of the falſe edu 
cation he had given me; that he 
had bred me up like a boy, rather 
than a .girl; and, that ſhe always 
foreſaw what all my, learning would 
come to. In this manner ſhe tors 
ments my father, (ſays Sophie) ſo much, 
that 1 do not think it impoſſible, 

gen 3 O03 | but, 
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but, from a ſpirit: of oppdſieidn, he 
may, at laft, take (your! ſide of whe 
queſtion; and, if that ſhould happen, 
ne will probably argue in your fa. 
your, till he convinces himſelf that 
you are not quite ſo much to blame, 
as he at firſt thought you. Sir Charls 
was with my father two or three 
days ago; he pleaded your cauſe 
like a Cicero; but his tears, and the 
deep ſorrow which apparently had 
taken poſſeſſion of him, argued more 
powerfully againſt you, than all his 
Jorced eloquence could do in your 
favour; he is ſet out for taly ; the 
parting of him, and my father, was 
truly pathetic ; I am glad, for your 
ſake, that you did not ſee it: T long 
to ſee you, which I ſhall moſt certainly 
do, the firſt moment that I can lip a- 
way, without the old folks ſufpecting 
where Tam going; till when, adieu, Ac.“ 

This 
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„ Fhisi lest cauſed me to m 
my i-eyts ſeverely ſon myſelf, ho 
Rad q rendereti miſerable ſo many 
worthy; people, in order to gratify 
my own: inclinations ; J was farry, 
truly ſorry, to have given them pain 
but I loved my huſband with tao 

much paſſion, to be a ſincere penitent; 
I therefore conſoled myſelf with that 
common: place argument, that the 
evil was done for which there was 
now no remedy, and, conſequently, 
it was a folly. to grieve at what 
could not. be recalled. Satisfied with 
dinner; I found, in the parlour, Mr. 
Smith with Mr. Williams ; the former 
informed me, that he was juſt, come 
from my father · in law * aſked, 
with, ſome impatience, .,. « Well, 
Sir, vill the father N n. 
marrying . without his conſent 3 
Ty O4 Mr. 
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Mr. Smitb replied” hope heb, 
Madam; but he began}! by! beiflg 
very violent, talked of ſtramge 
things; and did not draw. ae 
if flattering likeneſs of von, young 
Gentleman, (addreſſing himſetf' to 
Mr. Williams; ) he ſaid, You ought 
to have married a woman with twen- 
ty thouſand pounds to her fortune, 
and that would have been too little, 
to ſupply your exttavagancies.“ 
told him, Lou had married a Lady 
worth a great deal more than the 
ſom he had mentioned, if ſhe: was 
to be valued either by her beauty, or 
merit; and that I was ſure he would 
be of my opinion, if he would 
give me leave to preſent her to him.“ 
He made me no anſwer to this pro- 
poſal, which I thought a good fign; 
when, after a few minutes fflence, 


he * Is ſhe a good œconomiſtꝰ 
Will 
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Wilbſhejotalte”* care of her houſe? 
And has ſhezcharms ſufficient to kecp 
him at home f If ſo, ſhe may prove 
a fortune to him, in the end.“ Here 
I interrupted Mr. Smiib, by ſayin}, 


„ That 1 would venture to anſwer 


for myſelf; with regard to the twb 
firſt articles of my father's enquiries; 
and that, as to the third, I could 
only ſay, that it ſhould be the ſtudy 
of my life, to render home agreeable 
to my huſband; and that, therefore, 
if I did not ſacceed, it would be my 
mis fortune, but not my fault.“ Mr. 
Williams faid ſome © handſome and 
polite things, upon the occaſion ; and 
Mr. Smith went on informing. me, 
«That he had obtained leave to pre- 
ſent me to the old folks, on Sunday 
next, if I would conſent to go; but, 
that till they had ſeen me, they would 
not ſee their ſon: The old Lady, he 

1 | ſaid, 
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ſuid, was much eafier to petſuidd, 
than. her huſband, which he attrihu- 
464, in part, to her having conceivydu 
very favourable opinion of me, from 


hearing that I was a great favourite df 


Lady / Betty Ruſſe's, to whom ſhe 
had e, to aſk her ſentiments of 
me, and expected an anſwer every day. 
«Alas, Mr. Smith, (ſaid I) I de- 
ceived that worthy woman, and, 


there fore, I fear ſhe will ſay no good 


of- me.” —“ Deceit in love and war, 
Madam, (replied Mr. Smib) are 


_ allowed of, therefore if that 


is your only crime, you will, I am 
perſuaded, find no one to condemn 
you : But (continued he) ſhall 1 
have the honour of conducting you 
to your. father-in-law's on Sunday; 


looked at my huſband, and ſaid, 
ou, Sir, malt decide chat for mos 
e 1 ſhall 


for I muſt return an anſwer;” 1. 
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I hall bey your» commands.” He 
teplied, No, my Dear, I never 
will command you whilſt I live, 
but I will requeſt it of you to go with 
Mr. Smith, according to appointment, 
that is, if you can, with eaſe, con- 
deſcend to do them that honour; fot 
they ought to have waited on you 
firſt, /as being a bride; but they are 
a queer couple, and will -have their 
way 3 for my part, whilſt you 
are there, I will go and dine with 
Fam, Shirley, whom I have not ſeen 
fince our wedding-day ; he has been 
out of town, and returns to-morrow: 
he is Member for our county, -and 
a very honeſt fellow.” —** And 2 
very great rake, (replied Mr. Smith.) 
Indeed, George, you muſt leave off 
that ſett of acquaintance, now you 
haye got fo amiable, ſo reſpectable a 
Impanion as that Lady.“. Indeed, 
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Sir, (ſaid Mr, Yillioms) but I ſhall 
not; I am ſure my wife wilt” 
deſire me to turn off my old friend 
becauſe they are, perhaps, not ſarnts; 
but give me leave to tell you, that 
they have more honour in them, than 
all the formal puritanic old priggs 
in the univerſe put together. ” MI. 
Smith told him, That he would 
not diſpute that point with him now.“ 


And 1 aſſured Mr. Williams, ** That 


I. would never object to any company 
he choſe to keep, as I was thoroughly 
perſuaded it could not be bad, 115 
as the French proverb ſays, Di 
mei qui tu hantes, et Je. te dirai gue 
tt £5, 


On Sunday noon Mr, Smith came, 
in my rather Williams's coach, to 
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fetch me. In handing we down ſtairs, 
he, Pereciyed that trembled fo much 
25 co he hardly able to keep upon 
my feet; w when we got into the coach, 
he. [rogk. notice of the trepidation 1 
was in, and ſaid, My dear young 
Lady, you are to blame thus 10 
fiighten yourſelf about ſeeing the! old 
folks; I am ſure they will behave 
very civilly to you; they muſt be 
monſters to do otherwiſe, eſpecially, as 
you go by their invitation; belides 
(added he) I am with you, and I 
ſhall not ſit patiently by to ſee you 
ill treated.” I thanked him, and the 
coach ſtopped at their door. Mr. 
Smith handed me out, and a ſervant 
defired'us'to walk up ſtairs ; we did 
ſo, and were introduced into a dining- 
room, where ſat a good looking, 
elderly, Lady, with her feet almoſt 
witkin the fender. She turned her 
head 
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head towards us, on the, opening oi 
the daor, and, aa if ſhe had not ſten 
ma, ſuid, with the moſt provoking 
indifference, ( Yaur-: ſervant; Mr. 
Smith. is that George's wife?” es, 
Madam, (replied my friend) and ſhe 
is, worthy to be the wife of, an Em- 
neror.”, Come hither young: den 
man, ſays, ſhe, - 1, advanced. She 
ſtared at me for ſome, minutes, add 
then ſaid, Yes, I can forgive George 
for marrying, you, becauſe: you are 
very pretty; if you had been leſa ſo 
than you are, I never would havęg 
ſeen him whilſt I had lived; but I 
like you ſo well (continued ſhe) that 
I. believe, had I been him, I ſhould 
have done the ſame thing: But pray 
(ſaid ſhe) you can live. upon love, 
child, I ſuppaſe, can't. you? It is 
thin diet, I have heard, but I don't 
fiad you are likely to have any other; 

your 
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your huſtyand, I. can tell you, ' has 
nothing ad preſent but what his fathers 
allows him, and whether he will con- 
tine that allowance now he has diſ- 


nn 


don't know.“ ib. 


Ther taking a ſecond ſurvey of me 
from head to foot, ſhe ſaid, Tou are 
vety fine; child; but I think you wotid 
have beet as welldreſt,if youe gen had 


poſe all that trumpery is not paid 
for yet; hey ?”—I anſwered; 4 Yes, 


indeed, Madam, they are.“ Which 
was the firſt word I had articulated 
ſince T entered the room. My mind 
had undergone various revolations in 


that ſhort ſpace of time. 1 began, by 
rgſpeRing her as the parent of my 
huſband; as well. as on account of her, 
age and figure, the latter of which 
had gen of the Gentle womat id it. 
100 and 
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and the ſtill was banglche * 


keeping her feat on my bn; 1 
room, and her cavalier manner 


accdſting me, had given ſuch A ſhock 


to my ſpirits, or, if you pleale, my 


pride, that I was ready to Gink"into 
the earth; till, from the continuation 


of this abſurd and indelicate beha⸗ 


viour, I ceaſed to reſpect her, and 
ſhe then appeared to me in ſo ridicu- 
lous a light, that it was no longer in 


her power to wound me: On the 
contrary, I felt my on ſuperiority 
ſo forcibly, that, from a ſtate; of 
the moſt violent agitation, I became 

as calm as death, and as inſenſible;; 
L looked at her not without, ſome 
degree of contempt, but. wichoy: 
feeling the leaſt particle of humiliation 


from any thing ſhe ſaid. So true it 


Is. that. the ſenſible mind.: can be hunt 


only by thoſe whom they eſteem, / 


Mr. 
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* Smith, who had fat, all this 
90 ke a, 19 on ſtupificch, wich 
e ee ne 

Prey, 6958541 ſmiled, and he ſcem- 

to g cecover himſelf a, little, upon 

. me to be ſo much at 

eale. My mother interrupted. this 

filent conyerſation of ours, by. ſay- 
ing, © 6 Talk, child; 1 want to know 
if your mind correſponds with your 
figure 3 bur I ſuppoſe not; for Lam 
ſure you acted like a great fool in 
matrying George,” I anſwered, . That 
if ſhe thought that a proof of 
folly, I was afraid 1 ſhould, ſtand | 
condemned in her opinion for an ideot, 
becauſe T was fo far from thinking 
that my Judgment erred in the choice 

I had made of her fon, that, if 1 

could” poſſibly be unmarried 2821, 1 

would again give him my hand at the 

dar:!“ bog was going | to reply, 
Vom 1: ®Þ: When 
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when. kay father in xy entecsdg the 
toom anche - fixed. his -eyes 
gpen me: and then aſbæd tris: Jady; 
-was his ſon's- wiſe? N Test 
«Mrs, Williams,“ ſhe tepfiod. : He 
inſtant ly advanced; and faluted te, 
ſaying, I am glad to ſee ydu, 
daughier;“ then, turning to Mr. 
$mich, he added. You did not 
do her juſtice, Sir, when you de- 
feribed her 
the prettieſt girl, I think, that 1 


eber ſaw; and I don't in the leaſt 


wonder, that ſhe turned Wen 
head.“ 


This old Gentleman was hand- 
ſome, and wore upon his countenance 
an uninterrupted ſmile 3 he ſpoke 
with a ſoftneſs of voice which *way 
engaging ; he poſſeſſed, to a degree; 
chat ſort of attentive politeneſs, 
which muſt ever pleaſe, 48 it puts us 

in 


perſon to mez ſue ig 
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| 's ws a high opiniem of | 
the5ptrſbh has thus played upon 
vureWarfity. © 1 have made it an oh. 
ſervation, chrough life, that feß 
people” ſmile always unleſs jr de in 
arder to hide ſome ſtrong affection of 
the mind, which they ate afraid the 
world ſhould read in their faces; 
it is a kind of :maſk which they put 
on, to conceal ſome known defect ot 
the heart; and it frequently? fucs 
ceeds; becauſe the world, in general; 
jodge Gom exteriors alone. But to 
return to my narration, 


A ſervant came and told us, thi 
anner was ſerved; my father-in-law - 
gave me his hand, and led me down 
ſtairs: The converſation, whilſt we 
were are table, was cheafful enqugh 4 
Mr.-Smb told us the news of the 
whe: and the Maſter and. Miſtreſs of 

TD the 
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che houſe talked on vaftots ihdiffetz 
ent topics. 1 found, by, her Gif 
courſe; that the old Lady had Nad 


a vat deal, but without aby cue, 


Hiftory, Novel, Romance, Metaphy- 
ſics, Phyſies, &c. were all jumbled 
together; not to omit Theology, which 


ſeemed to have been a favourite 


branch of her ſtudies: She was a 


rigid Church of Eigland woman, (of 


he High Church, I mean) and, co 


ſequehrly, loved the Stuart fumily 


with enthuſiaſm, as, indeed, they 
muſt always be beloved, or not at 


all; for, in my opinion, one muſt 


begin by being mad, before one can 


arrive at ſuch a pitch of folly, as to 
chuſe for one's heroes the Chartkes's : 


and the James s. Had the quantity 
of furniture, which was in the good 


Lady's head, been arranged, and 


ſuited to the apartments, there was 
22.0450 enough 


3 its am 1 8 at. 4. 


1 


Mt. WILLIAMS. 213 


enqnghi doc Hare furniſhed the molt 
expacigus head, and not inelegantly 
neither 4 but, uofortunately, they 
raren in one upon another, 
in ſuch a manner, that it was hardly 
90 ible to come at what one wanteg, 
without the utmoſt difficulty. "Ba. 
ker's Chronicle, and the Sox of Sir ach, 
however, were, | believe, placed pretty 
near the door, for ſhe ſeemed· to came 
at them very readily; and, conſequent» 
ly, quoted them upon all. occaſions; 
She had ſtrong natural ſenſe, but 
having lived a good deal out of the 
world, and-with people of leſs reading 
chan herſelf, ſhe had coneeivec all the 
world to be fools, and rode trium- 
phant upon · their ruins; then ſhe had 
a high idea of her birth, and called 
every. body, indiEriminaneſy who 
had not a title, trumpery people; 
la che midſt of theſe few miſtaken 
P 3 notions. 
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notions (which proceeded-rather fam 


* in her education atham hen m 


derſtanding) ſhe had an pen, Agene . 
rous, benevolent heatt z and, put cher 


pP'rudices apart, nobody judged more 


arcurately than ſhe did on any ſubjecti 
che was good natured, and had a 
manner of ſeizing ridicule, which. 
ſhewed the vivacity of her imagina- 
tion. Such as I have here painted her, 


in ſpite of the rough manner in which 


ſhe! had treated me, I could nat: 
help feeling ſomething like an afs' 
fection for her, before the day was: 
Oer. It muſt be obſerved, however, 
that ſhe had intirely altered her be. 
haviour to me after the firſt half hour; 
with à ſort of tender regard, Which 
tquched my heart, and laid me again / 


imo bier aue, he would pro- 
6 ©1162! TW bably 


open in ſenſibility. Had ſhe zelapſed.. 
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bnisy: wedin have cloſed! my hearts 
batuuſai che impreſſion ſhe had ade 
on ]]. recent but I had ding 
farther qo. fear on that head. 

"Before I took my leave of my father! - 
and mother - in- law, I aſked; in the 
moſt pathetic terms, their permiſſian' 
for my huſband to wait upon them. 
The old Lady replied, © Ves, yes 
my Dear, George may come, whenever 
he pleaſes. Has father ſajd, Daughter, 
ifclys marry ing of you had been hi 
firſt offence, I could very ealiiy have: 
pardoned him: but, indeed, þoagst 
ſarry to ſay it, he is a worthleſs young 
fellow; and if I do ſee him, it will 
be for your ſake, Madam, and not 
for” his own.“ I ſeized his hand, 
and kiſſed it with tears of thanks,” 
My mother obligingly ſate me don 
at my on dbor In her coach; L cονd 
not prevail with. her d walk; vp! 

dec P 3 ſtain ; 
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ſtairs; the deſired I would ſend her 
ſon the next n 
bis father. 9 fd eee 
I found my huſband'fr home, and 
almoſt aſſeep in an elbow⸗chite he 
ſtarted from his ſeat on my entering 
the room, and advancing to me, 
ſaid. Well, my Angel, how did 
they receive you? Well, I hope! If 
_ Otherwiſe, by G—d | will never ſee 
that old raſcal, my father, more.“ 
** Fye, Mr. Williams, (I replied,).1 
beg that your regard for me, may 
not make you forget the reſpect you 
owe to your parents; you injure them, 
if you ſuppoſe that they behaved ill to 
me; on the contrary, they treated 
me with more kindneſs and civility 
than 1 had any right to expect from 
them; and they deſire to ſee you 
to- morrow morning.” Mr. S 
dans in Feber he could make an 
anſwer. 


Mn WI r EAM wy 
anſbar! Ide 4 fig to that wort 
mans mog to mention a word of Mid. 
Williams's behaviour, on my: ntig- 


duction, to her; he 008; the int. 
and all went well. 1 Fame 


'The next day, at noon, my brd 
went to dine at his father's; he did 
not return till evening, when I thought 
he looked much out of humour. I 
aſked him, with an anxious concern, 
If any thing had paſt between him 
and his parents which had either dił- 
pleaſed or vexed him?” He anſwered, 
* Yes, my Dear, that covetous old 
fellow, my father, was born to plague 
me; T1 can get him to do nackig 
more for us than he did for me before 
1 was married, and even that only 
at pleaſure; for he declares, he WII 
make no ſettlement, faying, All 
wilt be! mine at his death, and Gill 
then he won't put the ſtaff (as hertalls 
„ it) 
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it) aut af his own hand.) R. ,˖ WU 
bam to give him a liſt of my dahtg, 
and he has promiſed to pay thehg! 
D him, why could not he h 
lurhped them, and give me the ſuit 
total, without plaguing me with re. 
collecting, and ſetting them down upon 
paper; an old mechanical hunks, he 
wants to criticiſe every article, and 
ſo collect matter enough to ſcold upon 
for the reſt of his life.“ I did nat 
attempt to interrupt the courſe ef 
his ill humour, judging it better to! 
let it have its full vent; ſo, aftet h. 
had thoroughly tired himſelf and mei 
wich abufing his father, he res 
aſſumed his good nature, and, ſmiling, | 
ſaid; ** Well, Cberlotte, never mind 
he cannot live always ; ſo; patience! 
J will go to-morrow (continued he). 
and Jook aut for a houſe; I οt Hike" 
lodgings. Whereabours would ay 

nos chuſe 
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cho live, mar?“ I avſweced;; 
M hereto iti aa moſt agreeabie 
tachiw; that l had no choice 
ſnce a. deſart would be delightful vo 
me, ſa be was but preſent.“ He 
thanked me for the compliment I 
paid him, with vivacity, and ſaid: 
every thing which a well · bred man 
may be ſuppoſed to have ſaid upon the 
ogcalian.. I ventured, however, to 
obſerve; 5 That, though a houſe: 
was certainly preferable to a lodging. 

yet it could be of no uſe to us, unleſa 
wo had the means of furniſhing it.“! 
He: ſtarted, and replied, Faith I 
never thought of that; but no matter. 
I will take up the goods, and my 

fathar may pay for them. Hut, my 
Dear, (continued he) I have a houſe: 
tawn which you won't like, nor can 
line in i but, Pesaro. yen may fin 


101 4 ſome 
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fame. of the furnicurer.ngt; unuſcfyh, 


and we can. fell the teſt; L progeſt 


I had forgot every thing about ir, 
if you had not luckily put it inig. my 
head; I will go myſelf 40-moxrow 


morning, and examine it.” Leafily.up- 
derſtood, that this had been a houſe in in 
which he had kept his favoutite La- 
dies, therefore I avoided making any 
enquiries, which could, in the leaſt, 
embarraſs: him. I ſaid, * Perhaps, 
my Dear, all the furniture may do 
for us, and, if there is enough of it, 
I ſee no neceſlity there will be for 
our buying any new; ſuppoſing it 
only to be commonly decent, it 
will content me.” I then aſked him, 
„How many rooms he had in his 
chambers.“ This 1 ſaid, to make him 
believe that I judged, from his ſaying, 
that the ſituation of the houſe "was 
Kot a proper one for "hy chat he had 
WW * lived 
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HVL41 the Ample. I ſaw he ſctred 
thi" Hide wich pleaſure, and alte 
ſent me, had a double fett of 
charfibers,' ny Dear. If fo I te- 
phied) ! I dare ſay we need be at no 
enpente for furniſhing a ſmall houfe, 


— 


which is very lucky for s. * 


"The next morning Mr. Wi Ran 
went out, as he aid to look for 4 
houſe, and my mother-in- law 1 5 
to make me a viſit: She talk 
me in the moſt friendly and an 
manner, told me, That my hu 

and was imprudent and raſh, that 
he had treated his father the day 
before with inſolence, when he ought 
rather to have ſoothed him, by ; ag 
appearance of contrition and humi; 
lity ; (he added) George aug * 


944 _ 


to, the .| heat of his temper; 1 
my Dear, that you would ——.— 


9 
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to curb his extravaganotr ho 
then proceeded ta rerπõu]mend erb: 
nomy ſtrongly to me d 
„ Tbat if any thing could retlaim 
a;\libertine,. it would be the being 
attached to - a virtuous, amiabit - 
man like me; but (continued ſhe, 
with a ſigh,) habitual vice, my Dear, 
is hard to conquer; George has a 
good heart, but he has unfortunately 
adopted a ſett of wrong principles 
which, till he is convinced they are ſo, 
will, 1 fear, be a ſource of pain t 
you both.” She then aſked me, 
ef we cid not intend going to 
houfe- keeping.” I anſwered, Ves; 
but that we were a little puzzled 
abbut the means of doing it, for want, 
of money.” She replied, „Well, 1 


: 
o 
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inctodute m e my -huſbind's/ relas 
tions. no Shο nametl the next day 
fur bub beginning the round of viſits 
which! The thought it neceſſary that 
Fthbuld' mike, and ſaſd, „She 
would take me up in het coach, and 
bring me home again.“ I chanked 
her, as 1 ought, for het goodneſs to 
me: She then told me, That ſhe 
had received an anſwer from Lady 
Betty "Ruſſel, who had been er 
in my praiſe, and, with her co 
ments on my marriage, Wiſhed - 15 
eveky | Vieſſing this world could be- 
iow? I was ſenfibly touched at 
theſe marks of Lady Berry's good 
nature and benevolence.” My mother 
ſtayed wich me till a!moſt dinner time, 
and then took her leave. 


A few days after I had been pre- 
ſented to my new relations, and very 
policely Teceived by them, as I way 

ſittigg 
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ſitting alone one ,morpingy m foot-· 
man brought me 2 letter. v hich he 
ſaid came by the penny: poſt. As n. 
not know the hand, I opened jt. with 
ſome fear, leſt it ſhould be anogy- 
mous, to tell me anecdotes of my 
huſband, which I did not chuſe to 
hear; it contained a bank bill of 10 
hundred pounds, with theſe words: 
Madam, I have ſent you the i in 


cloſed bill, becauſe I apprehend you 
may want money, your huſband being 
too prudent to keep much by him 


at a time; take it without helitation, 
as it comes from a relation of your own, 


and may you be as happy as my wiſhes 


would make you, did it depend on me.“ 


In a poſtſcript were theſe words: 1 | 


Keep this money yourſelf ;, be 
adviſed, don't give it your huſband ; 
you may one day want it more than 


you do now.” 1 could 


"”. . 
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PRIN not decide, after the moſt: 


mitüre? tonfideration, whether his” 


acceptable preſent came from my 
fathet, or my uncle Boldby, but 1 
was certain that I owed it to one of 
them; a tear of gratitude and con- 
trition fell from my eye, on recollect- 
ing the worth of thoſe friends my 
ill conduct had robbed me of: Oh 
conſcience ! how keen are thy re- 
proaches to a mind warped from 
Virtue, but not ſunk in Vice! I 
could not, however, bring myſelf 
to comply with the admonition given 
me in the letter: I thought it wrong 
to conceal any thing from my huſ- 
band, and baſely ungenerous to ſhare 
his fortune, and not to make him 
partaker of mine; on the contrary, 
my heart exulted in the thought, of 
having it in my power to make him 
ſo Welcome a preſent. This day 
Vor. 5. Was 
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was one of the few lucky ones which 
Fortune had, with a miſer's hand, 
allotted to my ſhare ; for, wbülſt 1 
was enjoying the thought of agreeably 
ſurprizing my | huſband, with my 
treaſure, Sophie, my dear Sophie, 
entered the room, and, in a moment, 
was round my neck, We neither of 
us ſpoke for ſome ſeconds ; floods of 
tears choaked the paſſage of our 
words; when, at laſt, ſhe fell on 
her knees, holding one of my hands 
between her's, which, kiſſing with 
ardor, ſhe ſaid, ** Charlotte, I am 
come to pals the day with you; my 
father has given me leave to order 
the coach at eleven o'clock,” —** Good 
God! I exclaimed, can he be ſo kind, 
ſo forgiving, to his unworthy child!“ 
I could ſay no more; gratitude, fi- 
lial tenderneſs, and conſcious deme- 
rit, all ruſhed ſo precipitately upon 

my 
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my ſenſes, that I fainted away. So- 
phie flew to my aid, and, with the 
help of my maid, brought me to 
myſelf, A torrent of tears, which 
ſucceeded, calmed my ſpirits enough 
for me to tell my ſiſter (as far as 
words could do) the joy I felt, on 
ſeeing her again. I ſtrained her to 
my breaſt, and gazed at her with the 
_ utmoſt delight: She looked at me, 
with eyes full of the tendereſt pity 
and affection; and endeavoured to 
draw my attention to indifferent ob- 
jects, wiſhing to ſubdue ſenſibility, 
in favour of chearfulneſs and gaiety. 
She ſucceeded but aukwardly in her 
attempt, till Mr. Williams came 
home, when his vivacity and humour 
diſſipated our tender melancholy. 
He was delighted to ſee Sophie. She 
told us, That my friends were 
pleaſed. to hear, that his were recon - 


Q 2 ciled 
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ciled to us.“ 1 alked "Sophie, 
ſhe knew any thing of m 92 Tal 
uncle's having wrote to me?” $fle 

faid, © No; and ſhe dared to Jay, 

that they had not.” I pur this quel. 
tion to her when Mr. Williams was 
gone out of the room: She 'Rayet 
with me till eleven. When the coach 
came for her, I deſired her to give my 
reſpectful duty to my parents; fie 


| 

| 

promiſed that J ſhould ſoon ſee' fer 
again, and then wiſhed me a 8050 f 
night., | J 
Tube next . I went to Vw a s 
houſe in —— Sqaare; I liked | ir , 


much. Mr. Williams took a leaſe of 
it for ſeven years, and then ordered 
his furniture to be removed into it, hi 
-which, when done, I went to exa- 


mine. I found it rich, but. much n 
ſoiled, ; the ſilk damaſk I ordered 0 3 


be cleaned ; the. chairs, beds, Cc. 


were 
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* gad; there was no kitchen 
furniture,” nor, an linnen, He told 


6, that he had ad a good quantity 
175 latter, and he fancied he could 


get it again; I never aſked by what 
means; and, in about a week's time, 
a porter brought to our lodgings a 
large bundle of dirty houſhold lin- 
nen, which, upon examination, was 
new, but had been very ill uſed; no 
part of it had ever been hemri'd, 


and it was cut and ſtained in many 


places ; however, with proper ma- 
nagement, I hoped to mike it both 
good and uſeful, I eafily gueſſed, 
that theſe things had been fetched 
out of pawn, and fo, it ſeems, they 
were; for my huſband told me fo, on 
his "return home, but did not tell me 
who had diſpoſed of them in chat 
manner, nor did I enquire. Mr. 
Williams mother made vs a 2 ü 


o · A 
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of ſome uſeful china, and his father 
gave us as much plate as was neceflary 
for our ſmall family ; thus we found 
ourſelves ſettled in our houſe, almoſt 


without any actual expence on our 


part, I obſerved, with infinite con- 
cern, that my huſband, and his fa- 
ther, -were not upon god terms; 
they always bickered in company; 


and I found Mr. Williams very un- 


willing to attend me, when I went to 
viſit the old folks. I expoſtulated 
with him, in the gentleſt terms, up- 
on the impropriety of ſuch a conduct, 
but was always anſwered, ** Indeed, 
my Dear, you do not know that old 
fellow; an angel from Heaven could 
not keep his temper with him : 1 
know ke is all ſmiles with you, but 
he is the Devil with me.” He add- 
ed, 1 would rather, a thouſand 
times, go to a goal, (if it was not 


for 
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for your ſake) than be obliged to 
him” for paying what I owe.“ I 
found there the ſhoe pinched, 

One day, when [ was alone with 
my father-in-law, he began abuſing 
his ſon in the moſt indecent manner, 
called him an extravagant, debauched 
villain ; he then told me how often 
he had paid his cebts, and to what 
amount; they were, indeed, by his 
account, very conſiderable : He add- 
ed, „and now, though I offer once 
more to clear him with the world, 
he will not give me in a fair liſt of 
his debts; he has two reaſons for 
this refuſal, (continued the old Gentle- 
man;) the one is, becauſe he is a- 
ſhamed of the nature of them; and 
the next is, that he wants me to give 
him the ſum total of what he owes, 
that he may put the money in his 
pocket, and not pay one of his cre- 

7 ditors 
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ditors a farthing out oftãt j chen bas 
ſerved me ſo before, ſays he, fecd 
ſhall take care how I truſt him fur 
the future.” Here he pauſed. 1 
could make no anſwer. to this cruel 
harangue, but by a ſigh ! He looked 
at me, and ſeeing ſorrow. painted in 
my., countenance, he faid,  ** Yes, 
child, you have reaſon enough to 
ſigh, for having flung yourſelf away, 
in ſpite of your parents care of you, 
upon ſuch a worthleſs fellow as George 
is; and, you may depend upon it, 
that, whenever he grows tired of-you, 
(which he would do, in a ſhort time, 
of Venus herſelf) he will infallibly 
leave you to beggary and miſery, 
whilſt he purſues new pleaſures.” 
At this prophecy (for it really ow 
one) I could reſtrain my tears 
longer; I begged of him to — 
my ſenſibility, and to chink more fa- 
| a vourably 
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vourablyꝛof his ſon: But he ſilenoed 
me, by ſaying, Daughter, I' know 
bim much better than you do; arid 
have thought proper to let you 
little into his real character, out of 
pity to your youth and inexpeticnce.” 
Thus this cruel old man, under a 
pretence of compaſſion and benevo- 
fence; had, in a great meaſure, rob- 
bed my breaſt of peace, and filled 
my mind with ſuſpicion and terror. 
From his ſtudy I went into his wife's 
dreſſing-room : On my entrance ſhe 
aſked me, with concern, If I was not 
well?” I told her, That I was 
juſt come from having a converſation 
with my father-in-law, which had 
given me unutterable pain ;” I then 
narrated it to her, She coloufed, 
and, with great heat, replied, « Mr, 
Williams 'is a fool, child, to talk to 
* in that manner, and fo J ſhall 
tell 
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tell him; beſides, he lies, (theſe, were 
her words;) for George has been a 
rake, it is true; but I can tell him, that 
he is a very honeſt fellow, as well as 
a very pretty Gentleman; and as 
he loves you to diſtraction, which: 
1 perceive he does, it is in your 
power not only to reform him, 
but to make what you will of him, 


ſo all his future conduct, whether 


good or ill, I ſhall lay to your charge; 
tor-1 am convinced that you can 
lead him, with a fine thread, which 
way you pleaſe.” I trembled at this 
poſitive aſſertion, as I knew the cha- 
rater of my mother-in-law was, that 
whenever ſhe adopted an opinion, 
however abſurd or unjuſt it might 
be, ſhe never, departed from it. 1 
aſſured her, That though I did 
not think my power to be ſo ab- 
ſolute as ſhe ſeemed to think it, yet [ 

would 
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would uc all the aſcendancy I had 
over him, to engage him to act pru- 
dently, and this both for my own 
ſake, as well as for the reſpe& and 
love I bore to him and his parents.“ — 
* Make him, then, (ſhe replied) bring 
in an honeſt liſt of his debts fo his 
father, no matter of what nature they 
are, and then all will go well.“ I 


promiſed to uſe my endeavours to 
that effect, and ſo we parted.” 


On my return home, Mr. Williams 
aſked me, What converſation I had 
had at my father's?” I repeated to 
him what his mother had ſaid, bur 
ſuppreſſed the abuſive part of his fa- 
ther's diſcourſe. He ſtarted from his 
chair, and, with an air of paſſion, 
ſaid, ** Well, my Dear, for your 
ſake, and not to oblige them, I will 
give an account of what I owe; but 
it is ſuch a trifle that it would make 

a man 
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a man mad, to ſee what a buſtle. they, 
make about it; the whole don't az 
mount to three thopſand pounds,“ 
I was ſurprized at the Jargeneſs, of the 
ſum, eſpecially when J conſidered his 
youth, and that his father had already 
paid his debts twice. However, at 
laſt, the affair was ſettled amicably. 
enough between then, but not be- 
tore the old man had made his ſon 
{wear ſolemnly, that the account he 
had given in, was a juſt one:; that he 
had made no reſerve, nor ſecreted the 
{malleſt article from his knowledge. | 
He repeatedly ſaid, © George, you 
ſwcar, that when I have paid this mo- 
ney for you, you are clear of che e 
world, and don't owe any one in it 
ſo much as a farthing?“ He an- 
ſwered, „ do ſwear to it, Sir. 1 It 
would have been happy for us all, 


had he been ſincere when he made 
this 
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e619 aſfeveration-; but, unfortunateſy 
for Mtnſelf, as well as for me, HE 
vd bt! fe. This important affair 
over, as I thought, I requeſted Mr. 
Snitb, for whom I had conceived a 
real friendſhip, to find out for me the 
unfortunate girl, who had ſent to 
me; he did ſo, and brought me wort, 
that ſhe was in very good keeping 3 
ſo T thought I had nothing: more” to 
do with her. : "TEM 


I now turned all my attention fo. 
wards, the attaining domeſtic happi-' 
neſs; we ſaw a great deal of com- 
pany; I fomerives went into public, 
bue rarely. Mr. Williams was al- 
ways gay, well-bred, and good- 
humoured; he was, however, a good 
deal from home, and very often 
ſtayed out extremely late. I never 
enquired. where he had been, and 
always welcomed him with a ſnile 

of 
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ot complacency; as I. way, well con- 
vinced, that reproaches and ſour looks 
will never keep a man at home, when 
cChearfulneſs and good, nature, cannot 
do it. A perſeverance in the latter 
conduct has, I believe, reclaimed 
ſome. libertines; but 1 never knew 
a practice of the former productive 
of any good. The man who comes 
home, only becauſe he is afraid of 
being ſcolded when he ſtays out, is no 
companion for a ſentimental mind. 
I think, when the love of peace is the 
only motive for my huſband's giving 
me his company, I would of the two 
rather be without it. 


In general, let a woman make a 
man's home agreeable to him, and 
he will, in time, prefer it to all other 
places; there are exceptions to this 
as well as to all other rules, but I 
have ſeldom ſeen the inſtance; {The 
| BY great 
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gelt cf, "which my ſex frequently 
imo, is, that they ' ſuppoſe the 
over: ch. the huſband to be the 
atme individual, which is a palpable 
miſtake; the huſband may love as 
well as the lover, but his paſſion will 
bear a very different character. It is 
the want of this knowledge which 
makes young married Ladies very 
troubleſome to their huſbands, from 
a ſuppoſition, that they are neglected if 
a man is out of their ſight for an hour 
or two; they are aſtoniſhed how he 
can be capable of taking any pleaſure 
when abſent from them; and attribute 
the want of that aſſiduous attention, 
which preceded their marriage, to 
diſguſt, or a cold indifference 3 when, 
in truth, it is nothing more than the 
natural conſequence of poſſeſſing what, 
with ardor, we aſpired to attain: 
| ""Whilf we purſue, the mind is in a 
continual |. 
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continual ſtate of agitation, which 
gives activity to all the ſenſes; but 
when once arrived at the gaol, we art 
not leſs happy, perhaps, but we ate 
always more calm, and, conſequently, 
leſs expletive. It is, in this ſtate of 
tender tranquillity (if I may be al- 
lowed the phraſe) that a man-begins 
to ſurvey, the partner of his fortunes - 
through the optic of reaſon, unob- 
ſtructed by the vapour. of paſfion; 
and it is at this period that the wo- 
man ſhould endeavour, by the ſtricteſt 
attention to her every word and action, 
0 fix on her huſband's mind a tho-- 
rough confidence in her virtue, an 
| 1 of her conduct, and a 
reflected eſteem for her character in 
general; theſe ſentiments will natu- 
rally produce friendſhip, which, when 
built on fo noble a baſis, can never 
fail of laſting as long as the merit 

| which 
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lich Save Hirth to it, eciſte. . Bott 
be angry. Adthide, 1 will return 0 
i ſtory this minute. oe 2 pA 


Ads d. 


From the character le extrav; 


— 25 contrafy to my firſt * 
tion, to follow the advice of the perſon 
who had ſent me the Bank bill; judg- 
ing, that my huſband might probably 
want money hereafter, more than he 
did now, and that, in any emergency 
of that nature, he would be agreeably c 
ſurprized at meeting with ſo unex- | 
pected a reſource, 
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